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 Oliver Wendell Holmes, Senior, was a doctor.  As such he was very interested in 

the use of ether.  In order to know how his patients felt under its influence, he once had a 

dose administered to himself.  As he was going under, in a dreamy state, a profound 

thought came to him.  He believed that he had suddenly grasped the key to all the 

mysteries of the universe.  When he regained consciousness, however, he was unable to 

remember what the insight was.  Because of the great importance this thought would be 

to mankind, Holmes arranged to have himself given ether again.   

This time he had a stenographer present to take down the great thought.  The ether 

was administered, and sure enough, just before passing out the insight reappeared.  He 

mumbled the words, the stenographer took them down, and he went to sleep confident in 

the knowledge that he had succeeded.  Upon awakening, he turned eagerly to the 

stenographer and asked her to read what he had uttered.  This is what she read: ‘The 

entire universe is permeated with a strong odor of turpentine’ (From Internet.  Bits & 

Pieces, November 12, 1992, pp. 20-22.  http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-

z/m/mystery.htm.  02-10-21). 

Some things are just a mystery.  Some things in life we just will never understand 

- at least on this side of eternity.  The big questions of life - why do bad things happen to 

good people?  Why does God allow tragedy and suffering?  Why did God create stink 

bugs or spotted lantern flies?  When is our world going to get back to some sort of 

normalcy?  Where am I going to be five years from now?  What are your questions of 
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mystery that only God can answer?  Holmes thought he might have had it all figured out, 

and we can see that he really did not. 

Our texts for this morning address the subject of mystery - God’s mystery.  In the 

first Scripture text is Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain.  As we read this familiar text 

today, many of the same questions come to mind.  Why did those disciples get to go with 

Jesus to the mountain?  Why Moses and Elijah appearing with Jesus?  Why the bright 

light and the dazzling white?  Why did Jesus tell the disciples not to tell anyone about 

this amazing event until after He had risen from the dead?  Questions we may speculate 

the answer, but will not know the answer until we meet God face to face. 

Then, Paul gives us these somewhat confusing words about the Gospel being 

veiled for some.  “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light 

of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  People are 

perishing.  People who have heard the Gospel have refused to receive it and believe it and 

embrace it.  The “god of this age” has blinded them.  Other things have become more 

enticing and more attractive that a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  The blind 

are living in darkness.  They cannot see the light of the glory of Jesus Christ, who has 

been fashioned in God’s own image.  The people are confused and troubled and going 

down the wrong road.  What are they to do? 

If you have ever read Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, then you know the 

problems they were experiencing.  There was chaos in the church and in the society.  

People were committing unspeakable sins of the flesh - it was one big party, Corinthian-

Mardi Gras style.  They had heard the Gospel.  They had heard about Jesus Christ, the 



 3 

Savior and Messiah of the world, but they had never allowed those things to transform 

their lives.  It did not mean much to them at all.  And so, it was veiled to them.  And they 

were perishing. 

Sounds a bit like today, does it not?  How many of our friends, family, co-

workers, peers, neighbors, and others in our lives have the veil?  How many have heard 

the Gospel but are blinded to its truth?  How many are looking for the meaning of life, 

but in all the wrong places?  They are occupying themselves with other stuff - some of it 

very harmful to themselves and to their loved ones. 

Add to that the fact that we are living in a culture that wants to “keep our options 

open.”  We do not want to commit to anything until we try the rest and then compare.  

We have a fast food mentality.  If I cannot get the key to life, the formula for happiness 

and fulfillment and hope, in thirty seconds or less, then it is wasting my time.  The “god 

of this age” has told us that we do not need God.  We do not need a community of faith.  

We can get through life all on our own.  We do not need the light.  

For you see, we can make it on our own.  I do not need real contact with others.  I 

can keep in touch with my “circle” through texting and Facebook and Facetime and 

Zoom.  And if I stay in the dark places of my life, I do not have to shine light on all those 

places in my life that I do not like - of which I am ashamed.  We have created our own 

veil.  We have allowed that veil to take its place over more and more people - in more 

and more places.  And quite frankly, we are perishing.  We are no longer interested in the 

truth of God through Jesus Christ.  We do not have time for it.  We do not want to hear it, 

for whatever reason.  And we are perishing. 
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“For what we preach is not ourselves.”  Paul knew that alone, we are nothing.  

The Corinthians were nothing on their own.  They needed to proclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord and themselves as slaves for Christ’s sake - for Christ’s using - for Christ’s service.  

“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to 

give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.” 

 Paul knows that it is all about God and the glory of Christ, and he wants the 

Corinthians to know it too.  And not only know it, but to live it and experience it and let it 

change them. 

 Friends, we are called to be the light to this dark and hurting world – especially 

during these times.  Even just the tiniest bit of light pierces the darkness, the darkness 

fades away.  Even just the smallest attempt at being the light in this world will make a 

difference.  It will cause a change in the hearts and the lives of those with whom we have 

contact.  When we live out our faith, when we share the hope and the Good News of 

Jesus Christ, when we promise to pray for another - who perhaps does not know Jesus 

Christ, we bring light.   

 Are we going to live life under the veil or are we going to bring the light of Christ 

to others?  Are we going to hide or live in the love of our Savior?  This week starts the 

season of Lent.  Instead of giving something up, as you may be accustomed to doing, 

why do you not consider what you can give - the light of the glory of God through Jesus 

Christ - to another?  Let us pray… 

Loving God, we do not want to live as one under the veil.  We know we will never 

understand everything about You, but give us the gift of faith and help us to share the 

light of Jesus Christ with others.  Lord, this world needs You…desperately.  Help us to 

be the vehicles through which Your light shines and pierces the dark places of this world.  

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 


