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 Jesus has already done and been through so much in Matthew’s Gospel by the fifth 

chapter.  As His ministry has begun, Jesus was definitely turning the world upside down.  He hit 

the ground running in His ministry to the world, and His attention was already focused on 

looking out for the most vulnerable.  For a moment, let us review Jesus’ history up to this point 

in Matthew’s account.  In the opening of Matthew 4, Jesus is tempted in the wilderness.  Satan 

came and promised Him power and the opportunity to have it all.  However, Jesus knew what 

His mission was, and He remained focused and resolute and did not give in to the temptation. 

 After Jesus returned from the wilderness, He called His first disciples.  They were of no 

nobility or importance – simply blue-collar fishermen and the like.  With His band of followers 

in place, Jesus began to heal the sick – the demon-possessed, those who had serious diseases (in 

other words, unclean), people suffering from seizures, and those afflicted with paralysis.  This 

list is basically those that were on the outside of society – those on the fringes, those who had 

been shunned and forgotten, or at least avoided at all costs.  That is who Jesus reached out to, 

that is who Jesus touched and healed.  The ones who never had a chance in those days. 

 That is the backdrop for Him gathering on that mountainside to teach the disciples and 

those who had gathered.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs in the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”  And so on.  Jesus’ focus in His 

teaching is not on those in positions of power and influence.  He is not calling blessed those who 

are affluent or hold status in the community.  No, instead, Jesus’ talk now matches His walk.  His 
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actions previously are now what He teaches to His disciples and the crowd gathered along that 

hillside.  It is the persecuted who are promised the blessing.  It is they who strive for peace who 

will be blessed. 

 If we lived back in Jesus’ day, the blessedness that He calls for would not necessarily be 

for people like us.  However, it would be for those who have been cast aside by the society, those 

on the fringe.  The kingdom that Jesus longs for – the one that He is ushering in – is a kingdom 

where the last will be first, and the first will be last.  One that is especially for those who suffer, 

those who feel unimportant and disregarded. 

 When we think of how we are blessed today, what comes to mind?  We are blessed by 

what we have – our families, our material goods, our jobs, our resources.  Things that the ones 

about whom Jesus speaks in Matthew 5 know not – or at least not well.  Lance Pape, Professor of 

Homiletics and Director of Disciples Formation at Brite Divinity School in Fort Worth, Texas, 

puts it this way about us, “And so we live by those other beatitudes: Blessed are the well-

educated, for they will get the good jobs.  Blessed are the well-connected, for their aspirations 

will not go unnoticed.  Blessed are you when you know what you want, and go after it with 

everything you’ve got, for God helps those who help themselves.  If we are honest, we must 

admit that the world Jesus asserts as fact, is not the world we have made for ourselves.  And so, 

for now at least, we do not yet see all these things, ‘but we do see Jesus’ (Hebrews 2:9).  Jesus 

not only declares, but embodies this new world” (From Internet. www.workingpreacher.org/ 

preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2203.  10/27/20). 

 What if our focus was to truly embody the new world that Jesus does in the Sermon on 

the Mount?  What if we advocated and worked tirelessly for those whom Jesus lists as blessed?  

What would that look like in our church?  In our community?  In this world of craziness and 
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chaos?  Karoline Lewis, Associate Professor of Preaching at Luther Seminary in Minnesota, says 

this, “the Beatitudes are a call to action to point out just who Jesus really is. Perhaps not the 

Jesus you want. Perhaps the Jesus who likely rubs you the wrong way. Perhaps the Jesus that 

tells you the truth about yourself. The Jesus who reminds you, at the most inconvenient times 

and places, what the Kingdom of Heaven is all about. 

The Beatitudes are a call to action to be church, a call to action to make Jesus present and 

visible and manifest when the world tries desperately to silence those who speak the truth. 

“There was a time when the church was very powerful -- in the time when the early Christians 

rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those days, the church was 

not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a 

thermostat that transformed the mores of society... If today's church does not recapture the 

sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and 

be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning..." (Martin Luther King Jr., "Letter 

from a Birmingham Jail")  (From Internet.  www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=4802.  

10/27/20). 

To be an irrelevant social club with no meaning or to be the church called to action.  

Jesus ushered in His kingdom to begin the conversation and action, but it would not be fully 

realized until His return.  The Revelation Scripture that we prepared for worship with speaks of 

that time of fully realizing the kingdom of God.  It will be a time when there will be no tears, no 

suffering, no hungering or thirsting – a time when springs of living water will burst forth and be 

our complete nourishment.  What a time that will be – a time that we even more desperately long 

for in these times in which we live.  But we are not there yet.  There is still work to be done.  For 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=4802


4 
 

there are those who need to hear and experience the Good News of Jesus Christ.  There are those 

who need to feel as if they matter.  And we have a responsibility to help them feel blessed. 

The reason we need to do these things is reminded to us in the first Scripture reading, 

which Jen read.  Listen again.  “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 

be called children of God!  And that is what we are!”  We are all children of God, from the least 

to the greatest, from the richest to the poorest, from the mourning to the merciful to the 

persecuted, to everyone in between.   

And because of that, Jesus calls us to treat everyone as fellow children of God, created by 

God, and as one who shares the same hope that we do.  What are you doing to treat others as 

children of God?  What can you do right now to make others feel valued and loved by a God 

who cared enough for them that He died for them?  Especially in this time of uncertainty and 

pandemic – even when we are not meeting together in person, there are ways that we can reach 

out with the blessedness that Jesus speaks about in the beatitudes. 

Now, maybe more than ever, people are hurting – physically, financially, spiritually, and 

emotionally.  How do we take that blessing of Jesus to them?  How do we work together to make 

things right and just in our world where everyone matters?  To repeat the quote from Martin 

Luther King, Jr. that I referenced earlier, “If today's church does not recapture the sacrificial 

spirit of the early church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be 

dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning” (Internet).  Let us be the sacrificial 

church, and not only be blessed, but share those blessings with all of God’s children.  Let us 

pray… 

Come, Lord Jesus, and be present with us.  Thank You for Scriptures like these, that call us – as 

individuals and as the Church – into action.  Guide us toward those who are hurting, who mourn, 

who are persecuted, and let us be the light and love of Christ to them.  Show us how to value all 

of Your children.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 


