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 I think it is pretty safe to say that this Advent and Christmas season will be like no other 

that any of us have ever experienced in our lives.  Shopping will probably be done mostly online.  

The family and friends get togethers may be smaller or canceled altogether.  We may even have 

some angst about decorating.  Do we really have to decorate this year?  I am just not feeling it.  

Even in church, Advent looks different.  I am thankful for the decorations (thanks Reilly’s), but 

it still seems strange to be in the sanctuary with just a few of us.  The lighting of the Advent 

candle this morning was done both at home and here at the church.  Thinking ahead, I am not 

sure what the Christmas Eve Candlelight service will look like.  It will not be the same, but I am 

hopeful that we can capture the magic and wonder of that service, one of our favorites of the 

year.  That service always puts the exclamation point on our preparation for Christmas. 

 Indeed, things will be different.  The theme for this Advent is Plan B.  That really has 

been our theme for the last almost nine months.  We have had to make alternate arrangements 

and plans for how we do things, who we see, and how we spend our time.  The challenge for us 

this Advent season – and the Plan B I hope that you will devise for yourselves and your families 

– is to still make the season special and sacred and holy.  Christ is born in a cave stable in 

Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph.  He is visited by the shepherds and the Magi.  The star shines the 

way for all to come and worship Him.  None of that will change.  The message of Christmas 

remains the same.  But it would be easy to sit and wallow because other things cannot happen.  

How do we not miss those places where we can experience the hope of Jesus Christ during these 

next four weeks? 
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 Our Scripture passage for this morning from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians will 

guide our thoughts about finding hope this time of year.  What is going on in Corinth that causes 

Paul to write them this letter?  Dirk G. Lange, Professor of Worship and Christian Missions at 

Luther Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota, gives us some perspective.  He writes, “It is perhaps 

not surprising that Paul, as he addresses the church in Corinth, speaks of the gift given, God’s 

grace shared, as “speech and knowledge of every kind” and wealth (i.e., being enriched in Christ 

Jesus). 

Wealth — material and cultural — was a mark of pride for the Corinthians, a busy trade 

center between east and west and a cultural hub. But now, right from the outset of Paul’s letter, 

they become spiritual gifts, not possessions, but marks of waiting.  Christ’s testimony has been 

strengthened among them. We might wonder how, considering the critique Paul will shortly 

engage about the divisions and moral laxness found among the community of faith at Corinth. 

But Paul gives this assurance, echoed again in verse 9: “God is faithful.” Any strengthening of 

Christ’s testimony, any deepening of the gospel among the Corinthians, is due to God’s 

faithfulness, to the fact that they have been called by God into this communion. God is at work in 

the community. Paul states this clearly and very poignantly as he begins this letter of counsel and 

admonition. 

This fellowship is Paul’s vision for the church at Corinth. It is also our vision as we begin 

preaching in a new liturgical year. Grace has been given to you. This grace is precisely being 

called into the fellowship of Christ, into this communion. This grace is never appropriated 

individually, just for oneself, but is always a communal appropriation, an insertion into 

community. Of course, this fellowship is a fellowship both in the joy and in the suffering of 

Christ and neighbor” (From Internet.  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent-2/commentary-on-1-corinthians-13-9
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common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent-2/commentary-on-1-corinthians-13-9.  11/23/20).  

Because of the problems within that community of faith, they needed to be reminded of the hope 

in Christ and their place in that hope.  God’s grace has made a difference in their lives, but they 

have lost the intensity.  Things like wealth, greed, and sin have gotten in the way of their walk of 

faith, and now they need a chance to refocus on what is important. 

We have been enriched through the grace of our God.  We have experienced the fullness 

of God together.  However, these last almost nine months have been tough.  How do we refocus?  

How do we make the season of Advent mean something in the midst of these days?  That is 

really my challenge for you.  How are you making for yourself a meaningful Advent?  I am 

going to ask you – I want to hear from you. 

In the first Scripture reading, which was read during the lighting of the Advent candle, 

we have these wonderful words about God being the potter and the people being the clay – the 

work of God’s hand.  Certainly, Israel with all of its history of unfaithfulness needed to be 

molded and remolded.  They needed God to come in and make of them what they could not 

make of themselves.  They needed new structure, new shape, new vision. 

And maybe we do too.  What have you discovered about yourself, your passions during 

this pandemic?  What fills you up as you wait for life to return to some normalcy?  How does 

that translate into Advent for you?  How can God work the clay to form you for service and 

faithfulness during these four weeks?  It does not have to be complicated, but something simple.  

Make it a goal to send X number of notes or cards to those in need of encouragement during the 

week – or you will reach out to people by phone.  Is there someone you know who you could do 

Christmas or food shopping for – maybe someone who cannot get out, someone who is 

vulnerable because of the virus, someone who is just afraid?  There are ways to give through the 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent-2/commentary-on-1-corinthians-13-9
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Giving Tree or for the Deacons’ food baskets – these needs, I think, are even greater this year.  

Are there ways we can connect through Zoom – have a Christmas party, craft project?  Is there 

someone you could invite to be a part of one of our services on Zoom?  All this to say how can 

you bring the sacred and the holy and the special to this Plan B Advent?  How can you feel the 

hope through what you do? 

For as much as things have changed, God is still constant.  We have this assurance in 

verse 8, “He will also keep you firm to the end.”  God will be with the Corinthians as they figure 

things out.  God will be with us.  There is hope there and here.  Think about God’s presence with 

Mary and Joseph as they faced being a young (she a teenager) couple, unmarried and expecting a 

baby.  Despite the whispers and disappointment of others, there was hope for them, hope that 

Mary treasured in her heart. 

Knowing that God will keep us firm to the end, even in pandemic, we hold on to that 

hope and allow that hope to permeate our preparations and our efforts to make the most of this 

season.  “God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.”  God is faithful, and therefore we have the hope of Christ.  That hope is not our Plan B, 

but how we live into that hope in 2020 is our Plan B. 

I want to hear what you are doing to experience the hope of Christmas, to radiate the 

hope of Christmas.  Please share with me your individual Plan B’s.  How are you making this 

season hope-filled for you, for your family, for our church, and for those in need?  That is our 

Plan B.  Make it your plan.  Let us pray… 

God of hope, we need You now more than ever.  This year feels so different, so strange, so not-

Christmas.  We need to feel Your presence and Your hope with us as we go about our days.  

Push us, Lord, toward making the most out of Advent this year.  Let us feel Your hope and share 

Your hope with others.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 


