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 This morning, we are going to talk about debt.  Not the financial kind of debt, but one 

that Paul talks about in his letter to the Romans.  Before we get to his words, how does it feel to 

carry debt – to be in debt in our lives?  Think of our young people today, some who have 

astronomical student loan debt.  Or those who own a home with first mortgages, second 

mortgages or reverse mortgages.  Not many of us can purchase a new car and pay cash for the 

entire purchase, so we go into debt with a car loan.  Then, there is plastic – the credit card.  Prior 

to going to seminary, I worked for a credit card bank where I reviewed credit applications and 

made decisions on those applications.  I saw a lot of debt from applicants – and that was over 20 

years ago.  Today, there is a huge amount of credit card debt in our country.  One article I read 

this week, written last month, said that United States credit card debt has hit an all-time high of 

$930 billion.  And many of us, especially early in adulthood, have borrowed money from parents 

for big purchases, home down payments, etc. and are still trying to pay them back. 

 When we are in debt, we owe someone else something.  For many of us, that makes us 

uncomfortable.  Being in debt has some negative connotations across our society.  Basically, we 

want to be responsible for ourselves.  We do not want to have to rely on someone else to provide 

for us.  Being in debt, more often than not, has a negative feeling to it and we try – and try – and 

try – to minimize our debt so that we do not owe anything to anyone. 

 But Paul has a different take on debt.  I would venture to say that he considers some good 

debt in his letter to the Romans.  Listen again.  “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 

continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.”  Paul is 

telling the Romans that the only debt they have should be in their love account – that nothing 
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they do can ever repay the love so much that it satisfies the obligation to love.  And that makes 

sense, right?  When Jesus was asked what was the greatest commandment in the Law in Matthew 

22, Jesus responds, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 Paul then goes on to state four other commandments of the Law – “You shall not commit 

adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet.”  These are all 

commandments that have to do with relationships with others.  In other words, how we love our 

neighbors as ourselves.  If we are breaking any of these commandments that Paul lists, then we 

are not regarding our relationship with neighbor as a priority.  “Love does not harm to a 

neighbor.”  The opposite end of these commandments do great harm.  But love, true pure love, 

does no harm.  This kind of love is selfless and real and genuine.  A love that looks out for 

another regardless of any boundary that society places on that person. 

 Reverend Alan Brehm, pastor of Hickman Presbyterian Church in Hickman, Nebraska, 

writes this, “From this perspective, loving your neighbor means, “if your neighbor is hungry, 

feed him.” It means “if your neighbor is thirsty, give her something to drink.” If there are people 

who are sick or hurting or suffering or alone in the world, visit them. It’s not rocket science! But 

it’s not easy. I think part of the reason love has gotten so confused for us is that we’re pretty 

much always thinking about ourselves. We are always in the mode of “what’s in it for me?” But 

that’s not the kind of love the Bible teaches us. The kind of love that Jesus modeled for us and 

that the Apostles taught us to practice is a kind of love that simply gives to another person—

without any wish to get anything in return. 
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From this perspective, love is what you do when you really care enough about another human 

being to set your needs and wants and feelings and expectations aside—and simply give yourself 

to them by what you do.  Whether it’s feeding the hungry, or clothing the poor, or comforting the 

sick and dying—or just listening to your spouse enough to really hear him or her—to love 

another person means to give of yourself to that person without thinking about “what am I going 

to get out of this?” In the 16
th

 century, the translators commissioned by King James translated 

“love” with the word “charity.”  They were following the lead of the ancient scholars who 

translated the Bible into Latin, who used the word caritas. While “charity” has implications that 

may be misleading, the basic idea is one of relating to other people with genuine, heartfelt care 

and compassion” (From Internet.  thewakingdreamer.blogspot.com/2011/09/charity-never-fails-

rom.html.  08/30/20). 

To give to another without any wish or expectation in return.  For many, that is a pretty easy 

thing to do.  We are giving people, for the most part.  So, in 2020, how do we look at it and 

challenge ourselves to do better with how we love?  Love one another, even when your neighbor 

is a Biden supporter or a Trump supporter.  Love one another, even when your neighbor has 

baggage that makes it difficult to love them.  Love anyway.  Love one another, even when your 

neighbor has differing views on wearing a mask, social distancing, and the spread of the virus.  

You can still love from a socially distant, mask-wearing perspective.  Love one another, even 

when your neighbor is at the opposite end of the spectrum from you – on whatever spectrum that 

might be.  Just love them.  Just love. 

Perhaps that is why Paul calls it a continuing debt.  Love, sometimes, is not an easy thing to 

do.  It is complicated.  It is uncomfortable.  It requires more than we have at times.  It is too 
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tough.  I know that for some here today, what I am asking – what Paul is asking is impossible.  

How could we possibly love that ______ fill in the blank?   

I think our Scriptures today give us some insight.  In verse 13 of the Romans passage, “Let us 

behave decently.”  It breaks my heart to see how people in our culture treat each other.  We have 

no regard for the other – we do not treat others with respect and kindness.  Kindness does not 

cost us anything – but can go a long way, especially as we consider our witness for Christ.  In 

verse 14, Paul writes, “Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.”  What would Jesus 

do?  How would Jesus interact with someone with whom He disagreed?  Jesus would speak the 

truth, but He would speak it in love.  He would call out the behavior without condemning the 

person.  What if we did that?  What if that was the way we loved? 

 The first Scripture reading from the Gospel of Matthew talks about how to interact with 

someone who is doing things that are harmful and destructive for them.  How to handle the 

delicate situations.  Notice there is no shaming, no shutting them down on social media, no 

speaking over them to prove you are right.  It is all done orderly, peaceably, and with love and 

concern.  Imagine how far that would go for us today.  For when two or three are gathered in His 

name, He is among them. 

Friends, we are all indebted to love.  To love God first and foremost and to love all of our 

neighbors the way God loves us.  Let us be in debt in this way, today and always.  Let us pray… 

All-loving God, we thank You for this challenge to be indebted to love.  You know, Lord, that 

each of us has those in our lives that we find difficult to love.  Because of differences in politics 

or theology or something else, it is tough to show love to them.  Help us, we pray, to do better – 

as individuals, as a Church, as a nation.  Let Your love flow among us abundantly.  We ask this 

in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 


