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 This week, I had to undergo some testing for skin allergies that meant because of these 

patches the doctor placed on me, I could not take a full shower for two days.  The best I could do 

was wash up and wash my hair in the sink.  I walked around for two days feeling not right – icky 

and disgusting.  If you have ever had something like this – or were in the hospital where all you 

could have was a sponge bath, then you know how that first shower felt.  On Thursday afternoon, 

when I was finally cleared by the doctor to shower, I was overjoyed.  The feeling of that water 

and finally the ability to be fully cleaned was wonderful.  There is nothing like the sound and 

feel and sense of water – whether it be the ocean or a lake, or pouring a glass of refreshing cold 

water when you are hot and thirsty.  There is something powerful, sacred, holy about water.   

 This morning, we are going to talk about the power of the cleansing waters as it relates to 

our faith.  In the lectionary text for today, we find ourselves with the story of Jesus’ baptism by 

John the Baptist.  John came before Jesus to prepare the way for Him, preaching the baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The response to John was great, with “the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.  Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River.” 

 The people came – in droves – because they understood John’s message and they wanted 

to be a part of it.  All of the people knew that they were in need – in desperate need of repentance 

and forgiveness.  They wanted to feel these cleansing waters through their baptism and have that 

chance at the new life that John was offering in anticipation of the coming of Jesus and His 

ministry.  They responded – and it seems like many, many lives were changed because of their 

decision to come and be cleansed by the waters of baptism. 
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 After the week that we have experienced, it is even more apparent that we need the 

cleansing waters of repentance, forgiveness, and baptism.  Regardless of what side of the aisle 

you are on – and let me remind our church family that all sides of the aisle are represented in our 

church FAMILY – it has to break your heart to see what has happened in our country this week.  

We need forgiveness for our sins.  We need to repent and turn to God now more than ever.  I 

have to believe that God’s heart has been breaking with what He sees going on around us.  This 

new way of life that is offered to us in Jesus Christ will change us – it will melt our hearts – it, 

dare I say, will allow us to come together despite our differences and work toward a common 

good.  Let us seek forgiveness and repentance – together. 

 After baptizing the people and giving his message saying that Jesus, who was coming 

after him, would be greater and more powerful.  He then tells them, “I baptize you with water, 

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus would come and prepare them to receive the 

Holy Spirit – to prepare them for the Advocate to come after Him.  The Spirit’s presence would 

help the people do amazing and great things.  The church would be born through the power and 

presence of the Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost.  The Spirit would sustain them, would help 

them, would allow the possible to happen when it seemed impossible.  The cleansing waters of 

the Spirit would help the people come together and spread the Good News about Jesus Christ.  

To bring about the change in people’s hearts and lives and give them purpose like they have 

never experienced. 

 Friends, the Spirit continues to do these things among us today.  When we receive the 

cleansing waters of God’s Holy Spirit, we are in a position to serve in ways we may have never 

imagined.  We step out of our comfort zones in faith because of the Spirit’s prodding.  That 

which seems impossible now has possibilities.  I know this to be true because I have experienced 
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it in my life – over and over.  And I know it is true because you have shared with me your stories 

of the Spirit’s presence in your lives. 

 We may look at what is going on in our country today and think there is no way for this 

to be fixed.  We will just continue to be more and more divided and angry and the violence that 

we have seen in our nation for months will just become the way of life for us.  I still believe in 

the power of God’s Holy Spirit to change hearts and lives.  It is only through God and His Spirit 

that we can come together, bridge the divide, and stop this madness.  It is what I am hanging on 

to because I do not know what else to do.  I am still struggling with making sense of it all – and 

trying to find God in all of it.  My faith is the only way to make it through this struggle. 

 Then Jesus comes, and John baptizes Him too.  “Just as Jesus was coming up out of the 

water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice 

came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’”  Jesus was 

brought with the community before Him and with the unconditional love and favor of God, the 

Creator of all that is. 

 When we are presented for baptism, whether as a child where our parents have made 

promises to teach us about Jesus or as an adult where we have made that affirmation ourselves, 

we are welcomed into the community of faith, the body of Christ.  We are accepted and affirmed 

by God – like He is saying about us, “This is My child, whom I love.”  And we become a part of 

something bigger, something greater.  Those who have been witnesses to our baptism have 

promised to tell us the Good News of Jesus Christ, to share the love of God with us, to show us 

the way to faith in this Triune God.  A community of faith. 

 I know that I do not have to tell you how special and important our church family is.  You 

have told me over and over again.  There are folks who have been joining us through Zoom since 
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the start of the pandemic – some who I myself have only met through email – and they have 

recognized the strength and love of our church family.  I believe wholeheartedly that this is the 

type of community that God desires us to have.   

 But I will say it again.  We have folks in our church family on both sides of the aisle and 

everywhere in between.  There are Republicans in our midst.  There are Democrats in our midst.  

There are Independents in our midst.  However, when we get together, we leave those affiliations 

at the door focus on that which we have in common.  Faith in Christ as our Savior.  A deep love 

for God first and foremost and love for our neighbor as ourselves.  A desire to serve and help 

those in need.  These are the hallmarks by which we live, serve, worship, and grow in faith.  We 

need to do that more.  We need to figure out a way to address our differences in an attempt to 

understand one another more fully.  We need to talk more, share more, wrestle with these 

difficult issues of our day more – not in isolation but with one another. 

 I believe that if we were to do all of these things more, God would bless us.  And the 

cleansing waters of our baptism would help us when the conversations became awkward and 

uncomfortable.  When we find ourselves getting defensive, we need only look to the vows made 

at our baptism to keep us engaged and listening.  We are God’s children – whom He loves.  Let 

Him be well-pleased with us, especially during these dark and difficult times.  Let the cleansing 

waters of our baptism bring us forgiveness, repentance, the presence of God’s Spirit, and a 

deeper connection to our community of faith.  Let us pray… 

O God, heal our land.  Heal the divide and the hurts and the bitterness and the anger.  Help us to 

come together, despite our differences, and do what is good and right for all.  You alone can fix 

us.  You alone can send Your Spirit to change hearts and minds.  Grant us forgiveness for the 

ways we have contributed to the hate and anger and point us toward repentance.  Thank You for 

our community of faith – strengthen us to be and do better.  In Christ’s name, Amen. 

 

 


