
1 
 

An Invitation 

Texts: Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14 

Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church – October 11, 2020 

Rev. Michael F. Atzert 

 

 Truth be told this morning that I really wanted to preach on the text from Philippians that 

Janis read as our first Scripture reading for this morning.  Philippians 4 is one of my favorite 

chapters in all of Scripture.  I love what Paul says here.  So, it would have been quite easy to 

choose that text and talk about rejoicing – not being anxious and focusing on prayer – and 

thinking about the things that build up and bring us contentment.  These are all things that we 

need to hear once again right now, with everything going on and with what is upcoming. 

 However, when I read through the Gospel lesson for today from Matthew, I realized right 

away what a difficult passage this is.  Talking about the few that are chosen – considering the 

image of the king (God) who brings down his wrath on those who do not respond to the 

invitation and who harm and kill his servants.  Philippians is, for me, the more comfortable 

passage, but I was drawn to the Matthew text because we are living in difficult days.  We do not 

like to study and think about things like judgment and wrath, but even in these times, we should 

not shy away from the hard Scripture passages.   

 In the parable Jesus tells, God is represented in the role of the king who prepares this 

wonderful celebration and feast for his son’s wedding.  However, it should make us squirm when 

we read through this image of God portrayed.  After his servants are killed, verse 7 tells us that 

the king is enraged.  God enraged is not what I like to picture in my mind.  The king – God – 

sends his army to destroy those who have murdered and burn the city.  Then, if that is not 

enough, when the man arrives at the wedding feast in verse 11 and he is not dressed as he is 

supposed to be, the king kicks out the less than well-dressed man, has him tied up and throws 

him into the darkness.  Is anyone unsettled yet by these images of the king – of our God? 
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 Where is the grace of God?  Where is the mercy of God?  Where is the God of second 

and third chances?  Where is the God who accepts us where we are – who invites us to come just 

as we are?  Now, it is true that God is God, and He can do what He wants.  We will not 

understand God’s concept of justice and judgment.  However, we should all be disturbed by 

these images.  They call each of us to an understanding and responsibility.  This text should call 

us to a more serious commitment and obedience and response.  We should strive to see where we 

fit in the parable Jesus told. 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.  He 

sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come…Then he 

sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my 

dinner.  My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready.  Come to the 

wedding banquet…Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 

invited did not deserve to come.  So, go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone 

you find.’  So, the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, 

the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.” 

 This parable shows God’s desire to send and to invite others to be a part of His kingdom 

– His realm – here on earth as in heaven.  However, being sent, accepting the invitation, inviting 

others is not easy work.  For as we see, those who are given the invitations may reject the 

invitation.  They may reject us – where we stand – our faith in God.  None of us like to be 

rejected or shut down by another, especially if we take the leap of faith of sharing our faith with 

another.  Yet, it can happen when God sends us.   

 We also may suffer when sharing our faith.  Believers and missionaries have been hurt or 

even killed while trying to share the invitation to Jesus Christ and faith in Him.  Certainly, being 
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sent by God to invite is not for the faint of heart.  However, that does not stop God from stirring 

our hearts to send us to extend the invitation to others.  Where is God sending you to share the 

love of Christ?  Where can you invite others to share in the kingdom of God here on earth – to 

experience the light and love of Jesus? 

 For we are each called to invite others.  In the parable, the people (most probably, the 

elite) refused to accept.  They went as far as to kill the servants who came with the generous 

invitation from the king.  But that did not stop the king from inviting.  He sent the next round of 

servants to invite anyone – the good and the bad.  The deserving and the undeserving.  Those 

deemed worthy of the invite and those not.  And they came.  They accepted the invitation to be a 

part of the wedding feast.  We never know how people will respond to us sharing our faith.  God 

still calls us to invite all and to share with all. 

 But the invitation comes with a cost.  In verses 11 through 14, we see this man who has 

not come dressed in proper wedding clothes.  In other words, he is not truly ready to receive the 

invitation.  It did not matter enough to him.  It was not a transforming moment.  Those that 

accept the invitation to follow Christ should be prepared to let it change them – to transform their 

life.  If it does not change us, then we have to wonder if we truly accepted it. 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, pastor who with others conspired to kill Hitler, separates those who 

are serious about accepting the invitation with those who are not by talking about cheap grace 

versus costly grace.  He writes this in his book, The Cost of Discipleship: “Cheap grace is the 

preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 

Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession.  Cheap grace is grace 

without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and 
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incarnate…Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must 

be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. 

 Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to 

follow Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a 

man the only true life.  It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the 

sinner.  Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  The 

Cost of Discipleship.  New York: Touchstone, 1995.  pp. 44-45). 

 That is what is important.  That we respond in seriousness and faithfulness.  It is not for 

us to tell God how He should deal with those who do not respond or who respond in anger and 

hurt.  It is not for us to decide who is chosen and who is not.  We are responsible only to assess 

our own chosenness.  Karoline Lewis, professor of Biblical Preaching at Luther Seminary in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, writes, “The chosen are the ones who realize that just showing up is not enough 

anymore.  The chosen are the ones who insist that mere acquiescence, week after week, day after 

day, to doctrine and dogma will not stand the test of what it means to be the salt of the earth and 

the light of the world.  The chose are the ones who believe that a God who is Immanuel might 

very well stake a claim on their own humanity.  And, the chosen are the ones who understand 

that the time for bringing about the Kingdom of Heaven is now – not later, not tomorrow, not 

someday, but now” (From Internet.  http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=4980.  

10/06/20). 

 How do you accept God’s invitation to the banquet feast?  How do you invite others?  

Have you accepted the costly grace that God so freely gives?  The invitation is for you.  Let us 

pray… 

Gracious and Just God, even though texts such as this can be troubling and cause us discomfort, 

we thank You for jarring us to reality.  We pray, dear God, that we can take our response to Your 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=4980
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invitation seriously and commit ourselves wholly and freely to serving and following You.  Help 

us to not be afraid to invite others to be a part of Your realm.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 


