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No God Like You 

Texts: Ephesians 6:10-20, I Kings 8:22-30 

Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church – August 26, 2018 

Rev. Michael F. Atzert 

I have been thinking this week about the church’s 150
th

 anniversary coming 

up on Sunday, October 7
th

.  Our celebration is six weeks from today.  It has been 

fun over the course of this year to invite back former pastors, members, and musical 

directors to help lead worship – it has been a reunion of old friends.  Just two 

reminders about that.  First, the Reverend Toby Nelson, former interim pastor, will 

be here in two weeks on Sunday, September 9
th

 for our Rally Day worship and 

picnic.  And the 150
th

 anniversary luncheon will be held after the worship service 

on October 7
th

.  If you can attend the luncheon, please RSVP to Chris in the office 

so that we know how many to plan for with the caterer.   

But onto the church’s history.  On October 3, 1868, the cornerstone was laid 

for this sanctuary – the one in which we sit today.  The Kirkpatrick Memorial 

Presbyterian Church officially started as the result of a difference of opinion among 

the members of the Larison's Corner Presbyterian Church. In 1867 a majority of 

members voted to leave the church for the purpose of building a new sanctuary in 

the village of Ringoes. The first minutes of Kirkpatrick state, "The inhabitants of 

the village of Ringoes and vicinity, having long been impressed with the need of the 

means of grace for themselves and their children, nearer to them than the old place 

of worship, used all honorable and Christian efforts with their brethren of the 

United First Church of Amwell to unite with them in the erection of a more 

commodious and enduring church edifice in the village and that the whole 

congregation might be transferred. Having failed in this attempt they resolved to 

build; cherishing no unkind feelings towards those who did not come with them." 

The church was started with forty-seven members and three elders (from Church 

website.  www.kirkpatrickchurch.org/about-us.  08/21/18). 

To think that forty-seven people and three elders were able to come together 

and grow a church in the center of this village is pretty amazing.  I am sure that 

there were people against what they were trying to do.  Perhaps, at times, they 

themselves even doubted that they could pull it off.  However, they did.  And 
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because of them, we have this church and this faith community which has endured 

trial and hardship, joy and growth over the last century and a half.  We owe our 

deep gratitude to those who have come before us for having such faith and trust in 

God to provide for their needs.  And provide He has! 

In our text for this morning, King Solomon has overseen the process of 

building the temple.  If you have read some of the preceding chapters of I Kings, 

then you know how detailed and how specific the plans for building this place for 

God to dwell were.  Now Solomon and the elders usher in a new era for the history 

of the people of Israel.  They bring in the ark of the covenant into the holiest of 

places within the temple, and when the priests come out of that place, the glory of 

the Lord fills the temple.  God’s presence is there.  And Solomon offers up a prayer 

of dedication to the Lord for all that He has done. 

 Solomon begins his prayer, “Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you 

in heaven above or on earth below – you who keep your covenant of love with your 

servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way.”  There is no one like God in 

heaven above or on earth beneath.  God’s majesty and Sovereignty and love and 

faithfulness are unmatched.  God has kept His promise and His covenant that He 

made with Abraham and Isaac.  God has kept true to His word.  He promised David 

that a house for the Lord would come, and on that day, that promise was realized. 

 Throughout Scripture, we read about the power and might of our God, who 

created the heavens and the earth and all that is.  We experience every day the 

wonder of His majesty in creation.  We see His hand in this church, and we know 

and profess that He is in control.  And one thing has not changed since Old 

Testament times.  God’s promises ring true even to this day, and He is faithful.  

God has told us that He will never leave us nor forsake us, and we can be assured of 

that promise.  He never does.  He has not left this congregation in 150 years of 

ministry, even when faced with some of the most desperate circumstances, and He 

has not left us this day.  We celebrate and praise an all-knowing and all-powerful 

God.  There is indeed no one like Him. 

 Solomon goes on with the prayer in this way, verse 27.  “But will God really 

dwell on earth?  The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.  How 

much less this temple I have built!  Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and 
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his plea for mercy, Lord my God.  Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is 

praying in your presence this day.”  Solomon and the people of Israel built the 

temple for the Lord.  Why?  In order to contain God?  In order that they could come 

to a place where the Lord always was?   

 Indeed, there were many reasons why King David wanted the temple built to 

begin with.  However, the Lord cannot be contained by a building.  The Lord 

cannot be constricted by walls and bricks and mortar.  God was free to move about 

the Israelite community in a cloud.  His presence was felt wherever they went, not 

just when the people came into the temple.  Solomon knows that the Lord is bigger 

and greater than anything they can do spatially or in time.  When the priests came 

out of the holy place of the temple, and the cloud filled the area, the Scripture tells 

us that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud – the glory of the 

Lord. 

 God cannot be contained by this building either.  We do not need a building to 

feel the presence of God among us.  We do not need the bricks and mortar and steps 

and walls in order to carry out our ministry and mission to Christ’s service.  On 

November 25, 1950, the steeple of this church building was blown over by 

hurricane, and the sanctuary was severely damaged.  Maybe you have seen the 

pictures – some are on the table in front of the sanctuary.  They repaired and rebuilt, 

but what if the elders and congregation had not?  Would a lack of a building bring 

about the church’s demise?  No.  Emphatically, NO!  God is with us whenever we 

are together.  His presence can be felt when two or three of us are standing around 

talking after worship.  Christ’s presence is very real in the hugs which happen 

during the passing of the peace.  I stand right here and watch it each and every 

Sunday.  God is in the laughter of the children.  He is even in their restlessness - 

and ours as well - during worship.  Let us never – ever – contain God to this space, 

but see God in all times and places and spaces, whether it be inside this building or 

out in the community. 

 Finally, Solomon finishes up this part of the text with a deep sentiment – 

“May our eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which you 

said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays 

toward this place.  Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel 
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when they pray toward this place.  Hear from heave, your dwelling place, and when 

you hear, forgive.”  Although Solomon knows that God cannot be contained by the 

temple’s presence in the community of Israel, he is beckoning to God that the Lord 

be present among them – that His name would be there. 

 Solomon also knows how the chosen people of Israel have disappointed God.  

Their unfaithfulness has been well-documented to that point, and I am sure that 

Solomon knows that it will happen over and over again.  So, Solomon prays that the 

Lord will hear the prayers offered by those who gather there.  Not only that, he 

prays that God, dwelling in heaven, will listen to their prayers and will forgive their 

sins and shortcomings.   

 As we gather on this day and celebrate our faith in God together, as we begin 

to think about the next 150 years together as the Body of Christ here, Solomon’s 

prayer is my own as your pastor and as a member of this faith community.  I pray 

that God’s presence will continue to be felt here by all who enter through those 

doors.  I pray that God’s presence will go forth with each of us as we take the Good 

News of Jesus Christ to this community, to our workplaces, to the grocery store, to 

our schools, to our daily activities and routines.   

 I pray that as we have felt and experienced the power of prayer, that we will 

continue to grow in our own prayer lives here, both as a congregation and as 

individual followers of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I pray that God continues to 

challenge us to take risks in His name and trust that He will be with us always.  And 

I pray that God will hear all of our prayers – our intercessions and our confessions – 

and heed them and forgive us all.  May God continue to bless us, this His church.  

Let us pray… 

Faithful, loving God, we give You thanks for all of the ways You have guided and 

blessed and directed the steps of those within our congregation.  Those who walked 

through these doors 150 years ago, and those who came here this morning.  We 

pray, gracious Lord, that You would continue to watch over us – show us how to 

reach out into this community with the love of Christ – and reveal to us Your plan 

for the church’s next 150 years.  Thank You for all You have done.  In Christ’s 

name, Amen. 

 


