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 If you have read or studied the Apostle Paul for long enough, then you know that he is 

very passionate, direct, and focused when it comes to his call to preach the Gospel.  And so, 

clearly things are not well with the church at Corinth, and Paul feels the need to address things 

that he sees going on there.  What does he have to teach us about our call to bring Good News to 

our worlds?  Where can we do better?  Where do we start?  These are all questions that I want to 

explore today. 

 “For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach.  Woe to 

me if I do not preach the gospel!”  Paul feels compelled to preach the gospel to those who need 

to hear it.  Paul feels compelled to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.  We 

know Paul’s story, right?  He was a persecutor of the early Christians because of his deep, strong 

faith in the Torah.  Then he has this encounter with Jesus Christ on the Road to Damascus and it 

completely changes his views.  He now knows Jesus, and he makes it his life’s mission to make 

sure that everyone else does too.  That is why he is compelled.  This innate feeling that there is 

nothing else that Paul is supposed to be doing.  He is driven toward proclaiming the good name 

of Jesus. 

 Have you ever had that sense that you were supposed to be doing something in service to 

God?  That the feeling inside you – the affirmation of others around you – made it more than 

clear that there was nothing else that you should be doing.  Maybe it was something short-term, 

or perhaps it was something that you committed to years and years ago.  But there was just this 

drive, this push, this inner voice that is leading you toward it.  That, I believe, is what Paul feels 
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about his call from God.  Are you listening for that nudge?  Are you putting yourself in a 

position to hear God’s call so that you feel compelled to serve Him? 

 Why was Paul so passionate about preaching?  “Though I am free and belong to no one, I 

have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.”  He wants to win souls for 

Christ.  Paul wants – desperately wants – others to know that God of his Savior the way he 

knows God.  So many in Paul’s day did not know Christ.  They had never experienced the love 

of God in moments of joy and sorrow.  They did not have their roadside encounter with the 

living Christ.  And Paul wants the people to have it.  And if he did not preach – “woe to me.”  

Woe to me. 

 Are we on fire in this way?  Is it our desire to win souls for Christ – to show others how 

Jesus has changed our outlook on everything?  Or do we just want to hang onto our faith for 

ourselves?  I do not need to do anything else.  I know God – I have accepted Jesus – I am good.  

Is it more like, “woe is me if I have to try and talk about my faith to someone?” instead of Paul’s 

“woe to me if I do not preach the gospel?”  Are we praying for opportunities to share our faith?  

Are we going into our days with open eyes for those who need to hear about this God who is just 

crazy about them?  Woe is me.  Woe to me. 

 Paul knows that for others to understand the faith, he has to put it in terms they will 

understand and relate to.  He has to put himself in their shoes so as to more effectively share the 

faith.  “I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.”  

Frank L. Crouch, professor of New Testament at Moravian Seminary in Bethlehem, 

Pennsylvania, puts that into perspective for us – for Paul’s day and for ours.  He writes, “In order 

for Paul to “become a Jew” (he already was one, but was seeking to connect with those of his 

own people who did not share his new understandings and practices) he had to care about a 
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group of people who differed from him, care enough to meet them on their own terms. Whether 

Jew or Gentile, under the Law or outside the Law, under the gospel or outside the gospel, strong 

or weak, seeker of the things of Christ or seeker of the things of this world — in order to connect 

with them and guide them to the fullness of life in Christ, he at least had to know them, seek to 

understand them, try to see the world through their eyes, attempt to see the ways that they see 

their own stories before telling them of a larger gospel story. 

We would help ourselves and our neighbors if we were to reflect on how well or poorly 

we embody Paul’s approach, as individuals and as communities of faith. Paul, in fact, by his own 

telling, was not all things to all people. He was run out of town, beaten by mobs, thrown in jail 

by people with whom he did not exactly fully connect. We will not be all things to everyone 

either. But, one quarter of the New Testament came from the hand of someone who lived a 

mission that mattered, treated everyone as if they mattered to him and to God, and sought to 

embody a still more excellent way” (From Internet.  https://www.workingpreacher.org/ 

commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-after-epiphany-2/commentary-on-1-

corinthians-916-23-3.  02/01/21). 

 How well do we know those around us, those who live along John Ringo Road, those we 

encounter at work, at Shop Rite, in our doctor’s office, our neighbors, our co-workers?  What 

does it look like for us, as individual believers and as the Church of Jesus Christ, to become all 

things for all people?  Or even some things for some people, a few things for a few people, one 

thing for one person?  What can we invest so that we can show them why faith in Christ matters?  

And why they need it. 

 I recognize what I am asking this morning is difficult.  These are scary things to think 

about.  But I was reminded this week as I spoke with Bob Fulper’s family and remembered what 
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I knew about his life – that this is what he did.  He shared his faith.  He spoke to others about 

Jesus, even with atheists.  And we should too.  I recognize that this is not easy, and many of you 

may have already checked out of the sermon or stopped listening.  Or maybe there are those who 

have started their list of excuses as to why they cannot share.  You know, things like what Paul is 

talking about is for other Christians, those with stronger faith, not me.  Sharing our faith is for 

the people who are being ordained and installed today – they are our spiritual leaders of the 

church.  I am not strong enough. 

 To that, I echo what the prophet Isaiah wrote.  “He gives strength to the weary and 

increases the power of the weak.  Even youths will grow tired and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on 

wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.”  God will give 

us the strength to go out of our comfort zone – He will renew us with the words and the 

opportunities to share our faith.  And we will not grow weary or be faint.   

Do you believe that?  Can we trust God to keep His word?  Knowing that God is our 

strength, can you be all things for all people and share the love of Christ with others?  Let us 

commit to it.  Let us pray… 

God of our strength, we want to please You and do what is right in Your sight.  But when we 

think about sharing our faith or talking to others about Jesus – much less preaching – our fear 

and our anxiety grow and overtake us.  Give us the confidence of Paul and the faith of a mustard 

seed so that we might share Your love with others.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


