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 It is just about that time of year.  Time when we need to think about planting 

flowers and vegetables – time to figure out what will be part of our gardens for the 

upcoming season.  If you have not already done so, those who are the gardeners in our 

church family will do some cleaning, trimming, and cutting back in order to prepare the 

beds, shrubs, bushes and trees for the new season.  I do not have a particularly green 

thumb, however, I do enjoy getting out into the garden and trying my hand at creating a 

landscaping masterpiece now and then (maybe masterpiece is a strong word for what I 

do).  I enjoy planning and plotting out what is going to go in the flower beds around the 

manse and then plant some vegetable seeds and plants for future harvest.  

I also enjoy very much cutting stuff back.  And that is the beauty of how God 

created some of the things that we grow in our gardens.  There are some bushes and 

shrubs that we can hack away at, that we can cut back almost to the ground, and they will 

come back.  Many times, in fact, these will come back fuller and prettier and in better 

health than they were before.  And we have to keep things trimmed and looking nice 

because what happens if we just let a shrub go?  Forsythia comes to mind.  It grows wild.  

It grows all over the place.  It is a mess trying to get it back together if we let it go for too 

long. 

That is the mindset with which we approach our Scripture text for this morning 

from the Gospel of John.  For Jesus talks with His disciples and with us today about 

pruning and cleansing.  He starts by speaking about the gardener – His Father, our God.  

“My Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
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every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more beautiful.”  Think 

about life from the perspective of the gardener.  He wants to have the best and most 

fruitful plants in all the land.  He cares – and cares deeply – for the garden.  He cleanses it 

– washes it clean.  He wants the garden to be in the best position to be able to grow fruit 

that is nourishing and pleasing and yes, even tasty. 

The gardener – our Heavenly Father – removes every branch that bears no fruit.  

From His perspective, standing “over” the vine, He can see where the dead spots are.  He 

can see where the vine is weakened and not healthy.  He takes those branches out.  Then, 

He prunes those that are bearing fruit so that they can bear more fruit.  He sees potential.  

He sees how He can make a good thing better.  And so, God prunes and cuts back and 

gets rid of all the unproductive stuff so that the branches and the vine can be fruitful – 

more fruitful – reach their full possibility under the gardener’s watchful eye. 

What does that mean for us?  Well, as I said, God cares deeply for us.  God cares 

so much for us that He wants to see us succeed.  He desires that we should be in a 

growing and fruitful relationship with Him.  That care – that love – was expressed to us 

in the first Scripture reading, which Sharyn read.  “God is love.  This is how God showed 

his love among us: he sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  God loved us first, and it was out of that love that He sent 

Jesus Christ to be the sacrifice for our sins. 

Because of that love, sometimes God needs to clear away the “dead” spots in our 

lives.  The complacency.  The sin.  The dark and hidden parts of our lives that perhaps no 

one knows about.  But God knows.  And God cares so much that He wants to rid us of 
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them so that we can be in better relationship with Him.  For those parts of our lives that 

are in sync with Him, He prunes so that we can be more faithful and bear more fruit for 

Him.  Are you allowing God in your life to cut away the dead parts and to prune you so 

that you can be closer – so that you can be more faithful and committed to Him?  Are you 

open to the gardener doing His work on the branches of your life? 

That brings us to the vine.  Jesus said, “I am the true vine…Remain in me, and I 

will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither 

can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”  Remain.  That is the key here to what Jesus 

is trying to convey.  What Jesus is asking – commanding – is that the branches remain a 

part of the vine.  They are not to just dabble in the vine, not just “get in, get what you can, 

and get out.”  They are to remain - to continue – to abide.  Remaining involves time and 

commitment.   

To remain in, then, is to live in.  To take root.  To spend enough time that there is 

familiarity, dare I say, there is intimacy.  There is a relationship, there is a deeply-felt 

connection.  Does this describe your relationship with God through Jesus Christ, the true 

vine?  Is there intimacy between you and the Savior and Messiah of the world?  Apart 

from the vine, separated from the vine, the branches can do nothing.  As Jesus says, they 

are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  They are worthless.  But when we abide 

in the vine, when we take the time to really abide there with Christ, we grow, we bloom, 

we flourish, we bear much fruit. 

We are the branches.  We are God’s children.  Now comes the time for some self-

examination.  Where are you in relation to the gardener?  How do you respond when He 

removes the dead branches in our lives – those parts of us that are just not useful to God?  
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Sure, we may think they are serving a purpose, but in God’s eyes – from God’s 

perspective – they are waste.  How are you with being pruned?  Sure, things may be 

going well in our faith walk.  We may be feeling very connected and feeling “successful” 

in our walk.  We feel as though we are remaining just fine.  But then, God says, “Let me 

prune and you will do more.  I will make you more ‘successful.’” 

Or when was the last time you checked the “Remain-O-Meter?”  Is your 

commitment to God truly serious or do you just pull Jesus out of the box when you need 

Him?  This idea of remaining is a 2-way street.  It is a relationship through and through.  

It is a give and take.  Are you just taking?  “God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in 

God, and God in them.”  Is your life – are your actions – remaining in love and in God?   

“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be given you.  This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples.”  If you are remaining in the true vine – Jesus Christ – you 

are in a position to ask God for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  Now 

does this mean that if I am remaining in God, and I want to win the Powerball – not even 

asking for much – just maybe $70 or $80 million, that God will grant that to me.  Or if I 

am in a jam and getting ready to sink, if I promise God that if He gets me out of this one, 

things will be different, and He will?  We need to examine our motives for what we ask 

from God.  And we need to discern whether or not it is God’s will when we ask it of God. 

Because you see, it all comes down to God’s glory.  All that we are.  All that we 

do is for God’s glorification.  Remaining in God is to give Him the glory in everything – 

in our successes and failure, in our joys and sorrows.  For it is out of His love for us that 
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God desires that we bear much fruit – not just a little – and become His disciples.  Be 

pruned.  Be cleansed.  Remain in Him.  And bear much fruit.  Let us pray… 

Loving God, our gardener, we pray that we can have enough faith and enough trust in 

You to let You do Your thing.  To cut away the dead parts of our lives so that new 

growth might occur.  And to prune us so that we might bear more fruit for You and Your 

kingdom.  Help us, we pray, to abide in the True Vine, Jesus Christ, and let our lives 

glorify You in all that we say and do.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 


