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And Now for the Good News 

Texts: Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Mark 1:14-20 
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 Everyone needs to hear some good news every now and again.  That is no different today 

than it was when Jesus and John walked this earth. In the Gospel lesson for this morning from 

Mark, we have an update on John the Baptist.  Several weeks ago, we encountered John the 

Baptist as he was teaching and calling all of the people to repentance.  He baptized the 

multitudes – including Jesus – in the Jordan River.  But now, his situation has changed.  John is 

in prison.  He has reached so many people with the news of the coming Savior.  But now he is 

behind bars.  How will they continue to prepare the way for the Lord without John in a 

leadership role alongside them?  How will they tell of this coming Messiah without John?  What 

is the future? 

 A similar uncertainty is unfolding in our first Scripture reading from the book of Jonah, 

which Wren read.  And read so beautifully!  The Lord comes to Jonah and tells him to go preach 

the Word of the Lord to the Ninevites.  At first, Jonah refuses.  Why?  Jonah did not like them.  

Jonah did not think they deserved to hear the Word of the Lord and have the chance to respond.  

A pretty bold move and statement from Jonah.  Because what if?  What if Jonah did not tell them 

about the Lord – who would?  Who would point them away from their destructive ways to God’s 

pure and righteous ways?  What is their future? 

 There is uncertainty in our world today.  The virus continues to rage, and many more 

people, it seems, are testing positive and having symptoms.  It sure seems like we know more 

people during this second wave that have tested positive than we did in early spring.  The virus 

has impacted our church family multiple times over.  The vaccine availability and being able to 

sign up to receive the first dose has been more than a challenge – if you have visited the 
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Hunterdon County Health webpage, then you know what I am talking about.  Our economy 

continues to struggle as many are still out of work and are looking for jobs.  So many are just 

hanging by a thread.  The toll that this virus has taken on our mental health – being separated 

from family and friends, the restrictions and times of isolation have not done our emotional 

health any favors. 

 And our country continues to be a divided nation.  With the transfer of power this week, 

none of our issues have been resolved.  Just because a different party is in power does not fix or 

change anything.  The anger, frustration and name-calling has just shifted to the other side.  Like 

it did four years ago.  It is going to take a great deal of work from everyone to help to heal and 

bridge the divide.  It is really going to take a God-intervention to bring us together. 

 But as we think about where we are in relation to our Scripture passages for today, who 

are your Ninevites?  Who are the ones who you do not want to hear the Good News of the 

Gospel and be given a chance to respond?  At what points are we unsure about someone or 

something we see going on around us?  What is our future – both as a nation and as a church?  

How do we show people that the Good News of Christ is just that – good news?  Something that 

they should want to respond to and live by? 

 “After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God.  ‘The time has come,’ he said.  ‘The kingdom of God has come near.  Repent and believe 

the good news!’”  At just the right time, perhaps when people thought all was lost because John 

was confined to prison, Jesus came.  And He came to right what could not be righted by 

humanity.  Jesus began His ministry by calling disciples – His closest followers and confidantes.  

And this is who He called – the most unqualified, ordinary people to follow Him and to help 

Him bring the good news of God to people who so desperately needed to hear it.  Fishermen, tax 
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collectors, blue collar workers.  Not the elite.  Not those of influence.  Not anyone with any 

experience in evangelism, public speaking, or Savior administration.  They were just willing.  

They were able to immediately drop everything in order to follow Him.  They had no idea where 

they were going – no clue as to what they would be doing.  Something about Jesus caused them 

to trust – implicitly.  Jesus united this rag tag bunch of followers and used them for greater good. 

 Jonah had similar success.  He finally relented to God and preached the Word of God to 

the Ninevites.  And they responded!  They repented!  They turned their lives around and over to 

God because God was in control – and Jonah was just willing.  Jonah finally followed the path 

God had designed for him, and God showed that with Him, all things were possible.  Even 

getting the evil Ninevites to repent and turn to the Lord.  God convinced Jonah that the Ninevites 

were worth it, and they united over this encounter with God. 

 How do we unite?  Only God can accomplish that.  Only God can bring us together and 

heal our country.  But what are you willing to do in order to help God accomplish that?  What 

are you able to do in order to give good news to someone who needs to hear it?  How do we 

follow where God leads? 

 David Lose, senior pastor of Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

writes, “We follow him in particular and distinct ways that may or may not be like the first 

disciples. And that, I think, is the point. Perhaps we follow by becoming a teacher. Perhaps we 

follow by volunteering at the senior center. Perhaps we follow by looking out for those in our 

schools who always seem on the outside and invite them in. Perhaps we follow by doing a job 

we love as best we can to help others. Perhaps we follow by doing a job we hate but contributes 

to supporting our family and helping others. Perhaps we follow by being generous with our 

wealth and with our time. Perhaps we follow by listening to those around us and responding with 
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encouragement and care. Perhaps we follow by caring for an aging parent, or special needs child, 

or someone else who needs our care. Perhaps we follow by….” (From Internet.  

http://www.davidlose.net/2015/01/epiphany-3-b-following-jesus-today/.  01/18/21). 

 Or perhaps you follow by reaching out – intentionally – to someone who believes 

differently than you do.  To try and listen in order to understand them better.  NOT to change 

their mind and convince them that they are wrong and you are right.  If you are willing to do this, 

but do not know who you could reach out to, let me know.  I know who is on what side – for the 

most part – in our church family. 

 As we bring the Good News to others, it is as easy as this.  Showing kindness and 

compassion to all of God’s children.  Let them know we are Christians by our love.  Admitting 

we do not have all the answers – and that we may just be wrong on some things.  Staying humble 

and open to learning.  And by being willing, like the disciples who left everything to follow 

Jesus.  Dare I say, like a young girl who said yes when I asked if she could read Scripture during 

a worship service.  Maybe that is why Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.”  If the 

disciples can do what they did.  If a young child can read the Word of God in front of a group of 

adults, we can bring the Good News and hope of Jesus Christ to others.  Can you commit to 

following Jesus and sharing His Good News?  Let us pray… 

Healing and compassionate God, we need some good news in our world today.  We need to be 

brought together in the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We need courage and boldness to share 

the Good News of Christ with others through our actions and our words.  Help us, we pray, to 

follow You wherever You lead.  In Christ’s name, Amen. 
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