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 Mark’s Gospel account of that first Resurrection morning leaves something to be desired.  

If you have ever noticed in your Bibles, there should be a footnote or heading after verse 8 of 

Mark 16 that states “earliest manuscripts do not include verses 9 through 20.”  Or maybe your 

text has something to the effect of noting the longer and shorter ending of Mark’s Gospel.  What 

is believed in Biblical scholarship is that the earlier manuscripts are usually the more reliable.  

Because after the earlier manuscripts were discovered, there was more inclination or temptation 

to add to or change them.  And so, to end Mark’s story at verse 8 seems incomplete.  No wonder 

additions were made.  The Scripture seems to leave us hanging – or does it? 

 It is in that light that we enter our Easter story this morning.  The three women come to 

the tomb where Jesus’ body was placed just a few days earlier.  It is understandable that they 

come to the grave with very heavy hearts, overwhelmed with grief.  All they had witnessed over 

the past week would weigh heavily upon them.  From the parade last Sunday, to hearing the 

accounts from the disciples of falling asleep while Jesus was trying to pray, to Judas’ betrayal 

and Peter’s denial, to the arrest and beating, releasing the other criminal, to the cross.  And then, 

Jesus died.  He died!  Thank the good Lord for Joseph who took Jesus’ lifeless body and places it 

in this tomb. 

 As the women awoke that morning, they probably felt like they needed to do something.  

And so, they make their way to the tomb with spices to anoint Jesus’ body.  Many things still 

unresolved as they begin the trip.  How would they get into the tomb?  Who would move the 

stone so that they could perform this sacred act?  Even not knowing, they proceed anyway.  In 

the dawn of that morning – after the darkness. 
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 When they get to the gravesite, they see that the stone has been rolled away and a man is 

seated just to the right.  The women are alarmed – of course they are!  They get the news from 

this young man dressed in white that Jesus has risen.  Jesus has gone to Galilee, where His 

ministry began.  Mary Magdalene, Mary, and Salome are told to go and tell the disciples and 

Peter.  Go to Galilee and there they will see Him – in the flesh.  Alive.  How did they respond to 

this potentially life-changing, earth-shattering news?  “Trembling and bewildered…[they] fled 

from the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”  Overwhelmed and 

afraid. 

 When we are overwhelmed, how do we react to what is going on around us?  Are we 

bewildered and trembling, or is there some other way we respond to our overwhelmedness?  I 

know that there are many that are overwhelmed right now.  I would have never thought that we 

would be celebrating a second Easter on Zoom and still following the protocols of the pandemic.  

As I have talked with some of you – and with others in our community – I have discovered that 

many are overwhelmed still.   

Some are overwhelmed because they are tired.  There is a deep desire to return to some 

normalcy – to be with others again.  Some are overwhelmed with fear – afraid of getting one of 

the variants.  Afraid to make that first step in going out because it has been so long.  Some are 

overwhelmed with anger.  Angry because they do not agree with what is happening.  Angry 

because they cannot do what they want.  Angry because we are still wearing masks.  It can be 

overwhelming for sure.  And the messages we hear from all of the different voices do not help to 

improve how we are feeling. 

Let us face it.  We want this to end.  We want to feel normal again.  And in feeling this 

way, some are trembling and bewildered and filled with fear.  And we want more out of this 
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story now, just as some may have wanted more out of Mark’s shorter ending of the Gospel.  How 

did the women move past that overwhelming feeling?  How do we? 

For the women, despite their fear and trembling, the journey from the young man seated 

to the right of the tomb to Galilee and the disciples is just the beginning.  They will overcome 

their fear.  They will meet up with Peter and the rest of the disciples and tell them of their 

encounter with this young man dressed in white.  And ultimately, finally, they will see Jesus in 

the flesh.  He will share with them again – anew – the wonderful story of God’s love and 

redemption and how this was all supposed to happen.  And it will lead them to share with the rest 

of the world – in faith and confidence. 

It will lead to Paul and the first Scripture reading for today, which Mike read.  “For I 

received what I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than 

five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 

some have fallen asleep.”  Appearing to 500 who can continue at that moment to vouch for what 

they saw is an affirmation that this story that defies logic and the odds is indeed true.  Christ has 

risen – Christ overcame the power of death for our sakes. 

For even Paul.  Only through the grace of God could Paul be called an apostle and a 

bearer of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  And he devoted his life to spreading the message to 

anyone who would hear – to bring the word of new life to the Gentiles.  In this sense, then, the 

end of Mark’s Gospel is the beginning of a new world, with the resurrected Christ alive and well 

and proving God’s great love for the disciples, the women, and Paul. 
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Friends, no matter how we are feeling – overwhelmed, frustrated, tired, sad – the story of Easter 

is the beginning for us – of a life of faith and renewal in Jesus Christ.  The Good News of Jesus 

draws us to a deeper relationship with God through Him, just as it did for the women and the 

disciples.  David Lose, senior pastor at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, writes, 

“The story of what God is doing in and through Jesus isn’t over at the empty tomb, you see. It’s 

only just getting started. Resurrection isn’t a conclusion, it’s an invitation. And Jesus’ triumph 

over death, sin, and hate isn’t what Mark’s Gospel is all about. Rather, Mark’s Gospel is all 

about setting us up to live resurrection lives and continue the story of God’s redemption of the 

world. 

Mark gives us a clue to that in the very first verse, in an opening sentence that is almost 

as abrupt and awkward as the closing one. Mark, you’ll remember, doesn’t give us the long 

genealogy of Matthew; the tender story of shepherds, angels, and a mother and her newborn 

together in a stable as in Luke; or the theologically soaring and totally wonderful hymn to the 

Word made flesh of John. Rather, Mark says simply, even pointedly, ‘The beginning of the good 

news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ Goodness gracious, but that doesn’t even sound like an 

introduction (and, indeed, some have wondered if it was Mark’s title rather than opening line). 

But the key thing here is that Mark says straight off that all of Mark’s writing is only the 

beginning of the good news of what God has done and is still doing for the world through Jesus 

the Christ. 

It’s only the beginning; this story isn’t over. It’s only the beginning, and we have a part to 

play. It’s only the beginning, and if you wonder why there is still so much distress and pain in 

the world, it’s because God’s not done yet. It’s only the beginning, and Mark is inviting us to get 

out of our seats and into the game, sharing the good news of Jesus’ complete identification with 
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those who suffering and his triumph over injustice and death with everyone we meet. It’s only 

the beginning, and we’re empowered and equipped to work for the good in all situations because 

we trust God’s promises that all will in time come to a good end even when we can’t see 

evidence of that” (From Internet.  http://www.davidlose.net/2015/03/easter-b-only-the-

beginning/.  03/30/21).  Let us each join in the beginning of the story.  Let us pray… 

Risen Lord, we thank You for new beginnings – for grace and for redemption.  In times of being 

overwhelmed – and tired – and frustrated – and just over it, let us see the newness You offer in a 

very real way.  Let our stories of faith begin at the resurrection and draw us closer to You.  In the 

name of the Resurrected Christ we pray, Amen. 
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