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        THE OLIVE BRANCH 

 
 

Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church Ringoes, New Jersey 
From 
Our 
Pastor 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I am reminded during these days of 
the story in the Old Testament of 
Noah and his family – and the ark.  
We were each probably introduced 
to that story in Sunday School as 
children.  Animals two by two.  
Noah building this massive ark in 
order to save his family and the 
animals from the impending flood. 
 

Recently, I re-read the story of 
Noah from Genesis 6-9.  Although 
the story is covered in only three 
chapters, there was a lot of time that 
passed between them boarding the 
ark to the waters receding enough 
for them to be on dry ground again.  
“For forty days the flood kept 
coming on the earth…” (Genesis 
7:17).  “The waters flooded the 
earth for a hundred and fifty 
days” (Genesis 7:24).  
Approximately five months, Noah 
and his family were floating as the 
flood waters ravaged around them. 
 

“At the end of the hundred and fifty 
days the water had gone down, and 
on the seventeenth day of the 
seventh month the ark came to rest 
on the mountains of Ararat.  The 
waters continued to recede until the 
tenth month, and on the first day of 
the tenth month the tops of the 
mountains became visible.”  For 
another three months, the family 
waited aboard the ark until the 
waters receded enough for you to 
see the tops of the mountains. 
 

Then, Noah sent out a raven – and 
then a dove.  Another seven days 
passed, and Noah sends out the 
dove again.  This time, the dove 
brings back an olive leaf, so Noah 
knew that progress was being made.  
But not enough.  Another seven 
days, and Noah sends out the dove 
again.  This time, the dove did not 
return – so Noah knew that they 
could depart the ark. 
 

If my math is correct, there is a total 
of about 8 months and 2 weeks that 
the family was on the ark with the 
animals.  How frustrating it must 
have been for them – how they 
longed to get off the ark and get 
back to normal (however, since they 
were the only people left, how 
“normal” could that have been?).  
Yet God was with them – and God 
provided for them. 
 

We have been at this quarantine/
virus thing for almost four months 
now.  And it is getting old – and our 
patience with the speed of things 
reopening is wearing thin.  We want 
our old lives back – we want to be 
able to go to the store, our favorite 
restaurant, and church the same way 
that we did before.  However, it is 
not going to be the same, perhaps 
not for a long time. 
 

And yet, God is with us.  God 
continues to provide for us.  God 
has proven over and over again that 
He will show up.  So, we pray for 
faith, for patience and 
understanding, and for an end to the 
virus.  God is good – all the time. 
 

My love and prayers through Christ, 
Pastor Mike 

July Events 
4 Independence Day 
15  Olive Branch Deadline 
21 7:00pm Session Meeting 
22 7:00pm Zoom Prayer Meeting 
 

Weekly 
Sun 9:30am Virtual Worship 
            Virtual fellowship chat 
Tue  7:00pm Zoom Prayer mtg  

The Olive Branch is published monthly by the Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church, Ringoes NJ.  Deadline for article submission is the 
15th of the month prior to publication. Submit articles to Chris Kosmac by email to admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org, or in person. For 

information, call the church office at 908-782-1177. 

Weekly Prayer Meeting – 
Please join us at 7pm every 
Tuesday (except for Session 
meeting weeks, when it will 
be Wednesday) for a time of 
sharing, prayer and 
checking in via Zoom.  The 
link to the meeting will 
be emailed each week.  

Sunday Worship Services – 
We gather every Sunday at 
9:30am via Zoom for a time 
of worship, singing, praying, 
and hearing God’s Word.  The 
Zoom link and bulletin 
information are emailed on 
Saturday morning for you to 
follow along.  Please join us – 
and invite your friends and 
family.  We have had people 
from all over the country 
worship with us!  

Readers Wanted – If you 
would like to do a Scripture 
reading at one of our Zoom 
worship services, please 
let Pastor Mike know.  
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June 22, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
These last few months have been unlike any other period in each of our lifetimes.  The 

Coronavirus has made us look at life - and everything - in different ways in such a short 
amount of time.   
 

The Session is grateful for your flexibility and understanding as we have shifted from in 
person worship, meetings and activities to doing everything via Zoom.  We are also thank-

ful for your support – prayerful, financial, and emotional – as we have navigated these wa-
ters. 
 

At the May Session meeting, a Reopening Team was formed to look at ways that we might 
be able to reopen the church building in a safe and secure way.  The team has met, looked 

at the facts available to us from the CDC, as well as other churches, and Presbyteries.  We 
believe that now is not the time to return to in person worship or fellowship.  Our most im-
portant concern is that the majority of our congregation is in the “at risk” or vulnerable 

category.  While businesses are beginning to open up, we need to remember that the first 
wave of the virus is still upon us.  Additionally, there is belief among the medical commu-
nity that there could be a resurgence in the fall or early winter.  Without a vaccine or effec-

tive treatment, there is no way to keep our church family safe from exposure or spread. 
 

Therefore, the Session has decided to continue with Virtual worship and close the building 
for the remainder of 2020.  Please be assured that Session’s decision was made with great 
care and discussion on behalf of our entire church family.  We will continue to monitor the 

situation with the virus. If anything changes over the next few months and conditions im-
prove to the point where we could safely provide for worship in the sanctuary, the Session 
will revisit this decision. 

 
We recognize that there may be questions and concerns about this decision.  Because of 

that, we will be having a Question & Answer session on Zoom following the worship service 
this Sunday, June 28, 2020.  We covet your questions and your prayers. 
 

 
Yours in Christ, 

 
The Session of KMPC 
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AmazonSmile customers can now support Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church 

in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these 

instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.  

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process 

Thanks to  
Wren & Luke Verbeyst  
for drawing these beautiful pictures to help perk up the  
office!!    

Artists 

among 

us 

Community Worship Service - A few of the River 
Churches are gathering on Sunday, July 5th at 10am 
at Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead for a time of 
worship.  KMPC Session voted to not participate as a 
church; however, if you would like to attend, you 
are more than welcome to.  The other churches ask 
that you bring your own lawn chair, communion 
elements and lunch.  Masks are not required as the 
gathering is outdoors.  The Farmstead bathrooms 
will not be open, but there will be portapotties 
available. 

Ministry Post-Pandemic – Please begin thinking and praying 
about how our ministry will grow and change once the 
pandemic is behind us. How can we use technology to reach 
across states with the Good News of Jesus Christ? How can we 
connect with our community more effectively? What creative 
ways can we use our building and resources to show the love of 
God? Now is the time to plan and form a vision!  

The July/August  
Upper Rooms  

have arrived, they 
are on the library 
table for pickup. 

Adopt-A-Family - We are renewing our 
commitment to the same family 
through 2020-2021.  If you would like 

to pledge your support of $2/week or 
$250 for a month for the new year, 
please let us know any way you feel 
comfortable:  email Pastor Mike or the 
Admin,  include a pledge note with 
your offering sent to the 
church.  Thank you. 
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Lambertville Food Pantry.  
The deacons are continuing to prepare bags of food for the 
pantry.  They are no longer letting people “shop” for their 
food.  They prepare a bag of food and people take one.  

 

Items needed: Paper bags, cereal, peanut butter, jelly, pasta, pasta sauce, mac and cheese, tuna, canned 
chicken, pancake mix, syrup, canned fruit and veggies, soup, rice or boxed potatoes, baked beans, or canned 
meals. Toiletries are also needed such as shampoo, soap, or toothpaste and if at all possible toilet paper or 
paper towels. 
 

Please drop items off in the plastic bin outside the connector door.  Thanks again! 

Please help us help our young friends at 
Friendship Center for New Beginnings to be 
fully prepared for the new school year. 
 
The goal is to provide as many fully stocked 
backpacks as possible.  You may donate items 
from the list on the other side or donate a com-
pletely filled backpack.  Either way your help, 
generosity and prayers will be greatly appreci-
ated. 
 
Donation bins are in the connector.  
 
Deadline:  August 15th 

                                               KMPC Financial Summary 
2020                                                                                        2019 
MTD (May)                                                                            MTD (May 2019) 
Receipts – $16,662.14                                                             Receipts - $15,548.28             
Expenses - $15,578.09                                                            Expenses - $19,507.99            
Difference – $1,084.05                                                           Difference – ($3,959.71)            
  
YTD (through May)                                                               YTD (through May 2019) 
Receipts – $81,088.45                                                            Receipts - $89,043.10 
Expenses – $83,290.88                                                           Expenses - $89,707.13 
Difference ($2,202.43)                                                           Difference – ($664.03)            
  
Thank you to everyone who has continued to support the ministry of the church through your giv-
ing.  While giving is down from last year, expenses are also lower.  The church has made up more of the 
deficit during the month of May.  Please continue to mail or drop off your offerings to the church.  God 
has provided! 

Upcoming Sermon Topics & Scriptures (subject to change): 
July 5th – Romans 7:15-25a – “What Do You Do?” 
  
July 12th – Genesis 25:19-34 – “Brotherly Love” 
  
July 19th – Genesis 28:10-19a – “Summer Dreams” 
  
July 26th – Elder Phil Hodes preaching 

Project Backpack  Friendship Center for New Beginnings 
 

School Supplies: 
__Backpack 
__ 1 Subject notebook 
__ Composition notebook 
__ 2 Pocket Folders 
__ Ruler 
__ Pencil Box 
__ 1 pkg #2 pencils 
__ Pencil Sharpener 
__ Erasers 
__ Washable Color Markers 
__ Crayons 
__Scissors 
__ Glue Sticks 
__ Box of Tissues 
__ Lunch Tote 
** You may add a sweet treat if you like ;) 

Thank you 
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Deacon’s July 2020 Prayer List 

Please contact us to have names added or deleted at admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org 

KMPC Family 
Angela B (grieving) 
Ashlyne – Jen B   

Bart and Norma 

Ben D. (military) 

Barb K.  (healing) 

Corliss & Family 

Dave M. (Wellbeing) – Jen B. 

Dorothy S. (healing)  

Irene & Fred K. (Parkinson) 

Lanie and Husband 

Paul & Sharon M. ( healing) 

Phyllis P. 

Steve &Terri F. (healing) 

Shawn and Anthony  

Tobin Family (grief) 

Caregivers  

Families suffering with addictions  

Homebound members & Shut-Ins 

Hospice Patients  

Teachers & /Students 

Extended KMPC Family 
Alice (healing) 

Amy F. (healing) 

Art (Praises for remission) (his mom 

died – comfort) Dorothy’s cousin 

Barbara (grieving) Betsy’s Friend          

Bob D (Kidney) 

Bob and Sue he has (Non-Hodgkin’s   

     Lymphoma) and Sue his  

     caregiver.  Ann D. friend         

Carol—Amy’s Mom 

Arlene – grieving son died (Karen D                       

Neighbor) 

Elizabeth’s sister Barbara 

(Bladder Cancer) 

Franklin (Cancer) 

Gail K (Parkinson) 

Helen B (moved to care facility) 

Dorothy  

Jackie -- Betsy P Daughter 

Jen (Health Issues – Betsy P 

Judy H. (Shoulder surgery) Kathy 

 Kate Lim (kidney) Sharyn  

Lolly H.(brain tumor) Norma Z 

friend 

Lucas 3 year old great grandson of 

Gail  Abdominal pain 

Mary (cancer)  

Mike V (heart) Bev K 

Nancy F. (Health issues) Kathy’s 

friend 

Keith P. (healing)  

Pauline (Alzheimer’s) Kathy L. 

Aunt 

Richard B. Sr.  (Healing, diabetes)- 
Dorothy   
Sandra H. (healing)  

Sherri B. (healing, lupus) –  

   Richard’s Daughter 

Renda Family (grieving) 

Ron and Sandy P. (healing) 

Stacey (aggressive breast cancer) 

Annie D. friend      

Steve (cancer) -Tracy’s friend. 

Toby & Judy N. (healing, Safety) 

Tom (Lymphoma) 

Families of Natural Disasters 

First Responders 

Military Men & Women and their 

Families  

President & Congress  

Prisoners 

Refugees  

Shooting Victims 

Troubled youth  

U.S. & World Situations  

Unemployed   

Victims of Violence 
  
 

Mary Rae Fick July 4  
Katherine Hutchinson July 5 
Bonnie Meyers July 6  
Kate Hodes July 8  
Norma Zimmerman July 8 
Leila Al-Daqa July 12  
David Case July 14  
Anthony Dell July 19 Sharyn 
Danner July 21  
Auggie Perangelo July 21 
Chris Kosmac July 26  
Harold King July 27  
Jana Jensen July 31  
Chuck Mundhenk July 31  

Harold & Sue King July 9  
Paul & Sharon Mitzen July 13  
Brian & Kathy Mundhenk July 27  

Benjamin Esock July 19 

mailto:deacons@kirkpartrickchurch.org
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    They're back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins Bloopers 

 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.  

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water' The sermon tonight:'Searching for Jesus'  

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your 

husbands. 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.  

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.  

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get.  

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.  

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.  

 


