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 Today, there are many voices competing for our attention and allegiance.  All topics, it 

seems, now have a political slant – not only from public policy to social issues, but even the 

coronavirus.  If you believe this way, then you are this.  And if you do not believe this way, then 

you are one of “them.”  It seems to me that we want to support our “side” at all costs, to the point 

where we have stopped engaging with those who believe differently than we do.  We have 

stopped listening to one another, and resorted in many cases to just shutting others down and 

name calling.  Is that not sad?  Think about that – how we have let this happen in our society? 

 What happened to pleasing God in all of this?  Oh, but I do that – my thoughts and beliefs 

line right up with the Gospel and how I live my life.  It is the other side that does not do that.  It 

is the other side that wants to do things that go against the Gospel – that want to shut God out of 

the life of the society – that are wrong.  It is not me.  Me and God?  We are good.  I have no 

doubt that God is pleased with me.  This morning, we are going to look at what pleasing God 

means in 2020 – with the upcoming election and the year that has been with Covid and 

everything else. 

 In the Scripture lesson from the Gospel of Matthew, an expert in the Law, a Pharisee, 

wanted to attempt to trip Jesus up.  He asks Jesus, “‘Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?’  Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.”  To please God is to love God with all of one’s being and to love neighbor as 
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oneself.  That means all of the neighbors, not just the ones that share common belief or thought, 

but every single one of them. 

 To those in Jesus’ day, that meant that Sadducees love God and the Pharisees.  And the 

Pharisees love God and the Sadducees.  Those who were plotting to overthrow Jesus and have 

Him killed – they were to love God and their neighbors, even Jesus and the disciples.  All the 

Law – all that helped to bring and keep order in their society, and all of the Prophets, those who 

had come before them to proclaim the Word of the Lord through their prophecy, according to 

Jesus, hung on these two commandments.  Follow these two to the letter, and you were assured 

of pleasing God. 

 Let us translate that for our day.  Republicans – love God and love the Democrats and 

Independents.  Democrats – love God and love the Republicans and the Independents.  

Independents – love God and love Democrats and Republicans.  Period.  End of discussion.  I 

came across a meme on Facebook a few weeks ago that I think really captures how we as 

Christians are supposed to think and believe.  Admittedly, I think it can and will evoke very 

strong feelings on both sides.  It might make you uncomfortable – it might make you mad.  If it 

does, I welcome you to change my mind.  Tell me where in Scripture it says otherwise. The 

meme says this, “Kamala is beloved.  Donald is fearfully and wonderfully made.  Mike is 

cherished.  Joe is important enough that I died for him.  ~ Jesus Christ.” 

 That is not what we are told to believe or to do.  The message from the media (both sides) 

by the political parties tell us to hate the other side.  To only associate with those who believe the 

same as we do.  What does God say?  Jesus says love God and love your neighbor.  Notice in the 

Scripture that there is no asterisk after these words – no disclaimer that there are conditions to 

these commandments.  Just love. 
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 In the text from I Thessalonians, Paul is writing to the church there and relating some 

difficulties that he and his traveling companions, Timothy and Silvanus, were facing.  They were 

treated harshly by some.  They faced difficulties in trying to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Yet, they still spoke the truth in love, even in the face of strong opposition.  Yet, they continued 

as their goal was to please God alone and fulfill God’s call on their lives.  Imagine how difficult 

it must have been for them.  Imagine the courage and strength that it took for them to stay the 

course, to continue in this mission, all while facing such animosity and mistreatment. 

 The Rev. Dr. Holly Hearon, professor emerita of Christian Traditions and New 

Testament at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, writes this when considering the 

courage of Paul and his friends, “We often associate courage with bravery, or even bravado, but 

courage can take many forms. It strikes me that courage is related to confidence. It is a 

confidence, however, that is less about being right than being comfortable in our own skin. It is a 

confidence that allows us to remain non-defensive when challenged; to listen respectfully to 

others recognizing that God may be speaking to us through them; a confidence that is not smug, 

but generous. 

This confidence translates into a courage that enables us to take a step outside our 

comfort zone, to risk more than we've been willing to risk before, to work alongside people who 

are new to us, and to trust that God, who has entrusted us with the Gospel, will help us to discern 

what it means to be a faithful witness in each new context and encounter” (From Internet.  

www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1045.  10/07/20).   

Speaking the truth in love but being open to listening to another’s viewpoint.  Listening 

because perhaps God may be speaking to us through them.  Having that confidence that is not 

smug, but generous.  What a concept, right?  What if we did this?  What if we stopped for a 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1045
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moment, closed our mouths and opened our ears long enough to consider.  We probably would 

not change the other’s mind, but we would engage respectfully and openly, fostering a 

relationship that we might not have otherwise.  And we may learn something about ourselves and 

the other.  I believe that would be pleasing to God. 

Paul writes, “We cared for you.  Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to 

share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.”  This is community – true 

Christian community.  Loving of God and neighbor and sharing life together because of devotion 

to God and desire to serve Jesus Christ.  That is what Paul is commending here.  That is what 

Paul is experiencing with the Thessalonian Church.  That is what is pleasing to God. 

You have heard and seen the division and nastiness over the last months and years, all 

leading up to November 3
rd

.  However, I do not believe that it is going to end with the results of 

the election.  As a matter of fact, I am more concerned about what happens in the days, weeks, 

and months after November 3
rd

.  How will either side react and respond when the election is 

decided?  The result, regardless of what it is, will not unite us.  I fear that it will only be worse 

than it has been. 

We need each other.  We can live with our differences, no matter how far apart we are, 

because of our love for God and neighbor and our desire to please God and God alone.  Not 

political party.  Not media slant.  Pleasing God. 

Let the church – let us – be the example and the light no matter the outcome of Election 

Day.  Let us rise above the rhetoric and clamor and prove them wrong – that we can live together 

and share our lives because of what we have in common in Jesus Christ.  Let us please God – 

first and foremost – alone, by loving Him and all our neighbors.  Let us pray… 

Gracious and loving God, we live in very difficult times.  People are angry and upset about so 

many things.  We have allowed outside forces to dictate who we should engage with and who we 
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should shut out of our lives – based on ideologies and what we believe.  Yet, Your Word tells us 

to love our neighbor.  Your Word tells us to care for others – to live together faithfully.  Help us 

to do that – help our church to be the light to so much darkness.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


