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 As we think ahead to next Sunday and the start of Holy Week with Palm Sunday, we 

must start to consider the events of the week which ultimately lead to Jesus’ death on the cross 

for our sins.  Certainly, that has been our journey throughout this season of Lent, but now is the 

time to get more serious and solemn about it.  Our preparation Scripture this morning – the 

beautiful words from Psalm 51 – leads us to recognize our sins and to ask the Lord for His mercy 

and forgiveness.  It ends with a cry to “Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a 

willing spirit, to sustain me.”  Restoration.  Salvation.  A willing spirit to go on and face this new 

life. 

Then, in the first Scripture reading from the Gospel of John, which Janis read, we have 

Jesus and His disciples, as well as the crowd there, hearing this voice from heaven “I have 

glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  Jesus then goes on to explain that the voice from heaven 

was for the benefit of the people gathered, that they might know the kind of death that Jesus 

would die.  Everything is in place for God’s plan for humanity to unfold beginning on Palm 

Sunday. 

We enter this text from Hebrews hearing about the role of the high priest and how Christ 

fulfilled that role when He walked on the earth.  The first four verses of the text describe the 

function and responsibilities of the high priest.  Susan Hedahl, a Lutheran minister who passed 

away in 2013, explains in terms we can understand.  She writes, “These verses describe how the 

high priest represents God to the people, particularly regarding offerings and sacrifices for sin.  

Verses 2-3 describe the high priest’s pastoral ministry as one sympathetic and empathetic in 

relationship to those he serves.  Finally, this priesthood is bestowed by God.  All these functions 
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apply to Jesus” (From Internet.  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-

common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-in-lent-2/commentary-on-john-1220-33.  03/14/21).  As high 

priest, Jesus was able to follow God’s plan for His life and for all of humanity.  And Jesus, 

through this role, learned what it means to obey – and to submit to God’s plan and purpose.  

How did Jesus learn this obedience? 

“During the days of Jesus’ life, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and 

tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission.”  As we read verse 7 of Hebrews 5, there is no doubt that we are immediately drawn 

to the prayer Jesus offered at Gethsemane where He asked God to take this cup from Him.  We 

remember that Jesus was overwhelmed to the point of death in that moment of prayer and crying 

out to the Lord.  However, we also have to keep in mind that Jesus modeled a faithful prayer life 

throughout His life and ministry.  Christ would often steal away from the crowds and the 

disciples so that He could spend some alone time with the One – God – who would save Him 

and deliver Him from death.  Jesus submitted to God in prayer. 

This is a good reminder for us once again about the importance of prayer in our lives of 

faith.  We must remember to take time away from our busy schedules and demands of life to 

spend some quiet time with God – to cry out to Him, to offer Him our praise and thanks for 

blessings, and to just share with Him all about us, our lives, our hopes, our dreams, our 

disappointments.  It is important in our growth of faith that we follow Jesus’ example to submit 

to God reverently in prayer.  To pray for ourselves and our loved ones, to pray for our church 

family – and our church.  To pray for our ministry together, that it would show the love and the 

light of Christ. 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-in-lent-2/commentary-on-john-1220-33
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-in-lent-2/commentary-on-john-1220-33
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“Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered…”  We know that Jesus 

suffered greatly for us, taking our sins on Him on the cross.  We will relive that suffering late 

next week as we recall the beating, flogging, and insults that He endured on His way to the cross.  

In Jesus’ role as priest for us, He is to atone for sins.  If you remember in the Old Testament, the 

priest would offer sacrifices on the altar for all the people.  The aroma of the sacrifice would be 

pleasing to the Lord.  As a result, God would show mercy to the people.  It seems to me that 

there was little pleasing that God felt with Jesus sacrificing Himself on the cross for our 

atonement – for our forgiveness – so that God could show mercy.  It is unfathomable that God 

the Father would take delight in watching His Son – our Savior – die that horrific death.  And 

yet, that is what our God was willing to do for us.  Jesus obeyed God and His plan for us – to 

suffer and die.  And God knew that Jesus would defeat death once and for all – for the sake of 

God’s creation. 

“He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he 

himself is subject to weakness.”  Jesus in His humanity was tempted.  As He began His ministry 

in the wilderness, Christ was tempted for 40 days by the devil.  Then again, He was tempted in 

the Garden of Gethsemane to walk away – to dare to pray to God that God would remove this 

burden from Jesus.  Despite those temptations, Jesus was obedient, even unto death. 

“Once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, and 

was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.”  Jesus has become the 

source of eternal salvation and has opened the way for us to eternal possibilities.  Christ’s death 

on the cross and His obedience to God’s plan has freed us to love and serve God because we do 

not have the weight and burden of our sin to carry any longer.  We are assured of our salvation.  

Eternity with God is the ultimate gift given to us in Jesus Christ.  This obedience did not just 
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impact our live here on earth, but it is the source for what is to come.  That is our hope, and that 

is our Good News. 

As we near Holy Week and prepare ourselves once again to face the betrayal and denial 

of Christ – and how we betray and deny Him by our actions or inactions, our words spoken or 

not spoken; as we will recall again how Jesus was beaten and whipped and nailed to a wooden 

cross, which was the most horrific kind of torture and death, we cannot help but recall the human 

Jesus learning obedience to the Father through that suffering.  In doing so, Jesus fulfilled the role 

of the high priest in the ways of Melchizedek.   

As priest, Jesus draws us close to Him.  Jesus desires that we follow Him, assuring us of 

the eternal salvation available to us through faith in Him.  As Jesus learned obedience during His 

walk on this earth, what can we learn?  About ourselves, our God, our faith, and how we can 

commit to Him more and more.  Let us pray… 

God our Father, we give You thanks for all the ways Jesus fulfilled the role of priest on our 

behalf.  Caring for us, offering the sacrifice of Himself for the atonement of our sins, learning 

obedience to Your will.  As we prepare for this last stretch of Lent and the journey toward the 

cross, we pray that we would reflect on what Jesus means to us – what He was willing to do for 

us.  That it would strengthen our faith and trust in You.  Through Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


