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 I have always been able to relate to Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples.  Maybe you can too.  

For whatever reason, he is not with the other disciples when they encounter Jesus.  When they 

meet up with him later, the disciples tell Thomas, “We have seen the Lord!”  That news must 

have struck Thomas like it would any of us.  There is no way to comprehend their words that 

Jesus is alive.  They all saw Jesus being crucified on the cross.  Perhaps several or more of them 

watched them take Jesus down from the cross, and Joseph place Jesus’ lifeless body into the 

tomb.  When the stone was rolled in front of the tomb, the story was finished.  The disciples were 

on their own. 

 So, this news of Jesus being alive – Thomas could not process.  Maybe he thought the 

disciples were playing a joke on him (some joke, right?) or thinking they had seen Jesus when it 

was not actually Him.  Either way, Thomas is unswayed.  “Unless I see the nail marks in his 

hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  

We have come to call him Doubting Thomas, but I think his reaction and response is just 

realistic.  It is, quite frankly, what most of us would probably do. 

 Jesus appears again to the disciples and offered them peace.  Jesus approaches Thomas 

and allows him the opportunity to see and believe.  Thomas now responds, “My Lord and my 

God!”  Thomas could now experience this new way of thinking and believing that his friends had 

already experienced.  The grief and shock now turned to deeper faith and trust in God.  It opened 

so many new doors for him in his life and his faith. 

 In our second reading from this morning, we read the words from the first chapter of 

Peter.  Clearly there is trouble going on with the community to whom Peter writes.  David L. 
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Balch, New Testament scholar and professor, writes, “The social tensions and the suffering 

reflected in [I Peter] are best explained by the conversion of Gentiles in Greco-Roman culture to 

Christianity, which was a despised, foreign religion, and by the negative response of the 

converts’ own families.  Roman society was patriarchal, and suspicions about foreign religions 

included the fear that conversion would reverse established hierarchical relationships and cause 

women to misbehave.  Romans expected foreign religions to cause immorality, insubordination 

within the household, and sedition against the state” (HarperCollins Study Bible.  New York: 

Harper Collins Publishers, 1993.  p. 2277).  It is believed that Peter wrote these words between 

70 and 90 AD, when Christianity was still a relatively new, young, and growing religion.   

So, one can understand the difficulties after all the promise and hope when the disciples 

and Thomas met Jesus alive for the first time.  Peter writes to offer hope, promise, and faith to 

the people.  Christ risen from the dead – the resulting rise of Christianity – were new, but 

problems also accompanied the days.  Peter acknowledges the grief and trials, but also charges 

them to remember what is important – namely, the “new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade.”  They could face the future because of the hope of Jesus Christ. 

I have had some time this week to think about the future – to think and wonder and dream 

past the quarantine to the time when we can be together again.  When stores and restaurants and 

the church can open again for people to come in.  We are living in the hope of Easter – the living 

hope through the resurrection of Christ.  We have had to, for a little while, suffer grief in all 

kinds of trials.  What will our lives be like on the other side of the virus?  What is happening to 

our faith now as we travel through these difficult days?  Are you growing in your faith?  Are you 

praying more – reading the Bible more?  How is your faith being strengthened during the weeks 
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you have been in self-isolation?  How are you experiencing more clearly and fully the hope of 

Christ?  And consider the church.  What will the church look like in a few months?  What does 

the new and living hope through Jesus Christ entail for us as the Body of Christ? 

One of the things that I am going to do with the Session this week at our meeting is begin 

to have the conversation with them about where our church is headed – this new normal that will 

be with us for at least the foreseeable future and perhaps, to some degree, for a long time.  We 

have been given this wonderful gift of Zoom worship.  This format has given us the chance to 

“see” one another each week – I know that it has been a blessing for me to see your faces – to 

know that we are together, even if it cannot be in person.  It has allowed us to connect with some 

folks who have had trouble getting out for worship.  We have reached a total of 8 states last 

Sunday – Easter Sunday – with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Thank you to everyone out of 

state who has been joining us.   

The Deacons have continued to do ministry – putting together 12 food baskets for needy 

families at Easter, with another 20 to come for the Lambertville Food Pantry when the pantry 

opens back up.  Twelve to fifteen people or more have gathered each Tuesday night for a time of 

prayer, reflection and sharing via Zoom.  Where else can we infuse technology with fellowship, 

worship, Bible study, sharing our faith and being in our community?  What do we do with those 

things when things get back to our “new normal?” 

This pandemic and time of social distancing has given the church a new opportunity to be 

the church.  Several of you have sent me the picture that has been circulating around social 

media.  The picture of an empty church with the sign “The church isn’t empty – the church has 

been deployed!”  People need that everlasting hope in times like these – they need the assurance 

that comes from faith in God through Jesus Christ.  I hope and pray that we can provide that 
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through Zoom – through more creative outreach – through the sharing of our faith.  Through 

maybe even being the church across state lines – how do we do ministry with those who join us 

from Florida or Washington or Texas?  I think it is exciting to think about. 

Faith is what we are hanging on to right now.  “Though you have not seen him, you love 

him; even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls.”  Those words to the early Christians experiencing persecution and oppression by the 

Greco-Roman culture must have given them strength and increased their faith.  Thomas being 

able to see Jesus and put his hands into Jesus’ wounds prompted him to profess his deep faith in 

his Lord and God.  How does our faith push us toward even greater faithfulness? 

As we think ahead, what kinds of ways can we live out our faith – have our faith 

strengthened, and share that with others?  How do we spread that inexpressible and glorious joy 

that can only be found in Christ?  Friends, we have this gift from God.  To envision a new future 

of a living hope through Christ post-pandemic where I see that our options are pretty limitless.  

What is God preparing you for in that future?  Where is He guiding the church?  Let us follow – 

in faith and with boldness.  Amen. 

 


