
  

 

October 2018 

Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church Ringoes, New Jersey 

From 
Our 
Pastor 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
Here we are in our anniversary 
month!!  As we recount the history 
of the church, we continue in the 
fall of 1994… 
 
In the fall of 1994, Rev. John 
Groth began his ministry with us 
as pastor of KMPC.  We started 
having a contemporary service at 
8:15am and the traditional service 
at 11:00am.   
 
Renovations to the manse included 
the upstairs bathroom, new water 
pipes were installed throughout the 
house; a new sump pump and a 
cellar drain was installed, new 
thermo pain windows with screens 
replaced the old windows, two old 
storm doors were replaced, new 
shutters were put up, a new 
refrigerator was purchased, and 
the old one was put in the church 
kitchen.  The house was painted 
throughout.  A new oil burner was 
installed when the old one failed. 
 
At Christmas time the Sunday 
School would go to the Hunterdon 
State School for Christmas 
caroling at several of the cottages.  
After Christmas caroling, we 

served refreshments to the patients 
in the last cottage and left gifts for 
the patients. 
 
On April 2, 1996 the senior 
citizens formed a group and got 
together for an afternoon of fun.  
They call themselves 
KEENAGERS.  Each month a new 
activity was planned.  Some of 
their activities included: 
Ephiphany tea celebration, 
Hunterdon County Health Services 
led them in simple exercises for 
good health, Happy Tappers from 
Hunterdon County Seniors 
entertaining, a museum, potluck 
lunches, a plant exchange, 
miniature golf, make your own 
sundaes with toppings, poolside 
picnic.  It was a fun time for all. 
 
In 1997, at a Deacons’ meeting, it 
was voted to increase the number 
of Deacons from 9 to 12.  The 
reason being there is too much that 
needs to be done that 9 people 
couldn’t handle the workload.  
Family Promise provides 
temporary housing and meals for 
homeless men and women and 
their children.  This mission helps 
these families get on their feet.  
The Deacons help by providing 
meals, serving meals, and/or 
sleeping over once every two or 
three months.  Volunteers are 
always needed to fill in open spots. 

 

Continued on next page 

October Events 
2 6:30pm Deacons Meeting 
6 No CAYA worship this month 
7 150th Celebration 
       Noon—Luncheon 
8 Columbus Day 
9 6:30pm Boy Scout Cmte Mtg 
14  6:30pm Youth Group 
15  Olive Branch Deadline 
15 7:00pm Session Meeting 
16-22 Pastor Mike Study Leave 
28 6:30pm Youth Group 
30  12:00pm Sr. Soup Luncheon 
31  Trick or Treat 
 

Weekly 
Sun 8:45am Adult SS 
 9:30am Worship  
Mon 6:30pm Boy Scouts 
Tue  8:00pm AA 
Wed 7:30am Men’s Bible Study 
 7:00pm Bell Rehearsal 
Thu 9:30am Ladies' Bible Study 
 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
 8:00pm AA 
Sat 4:00pm AA 

The Olive Branch is published monthly by the Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church, Ringoes NJ.  Deadline for article submission is the 
15th of the month prior to publication. Submit articles to Chris Kosmac by email to admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org, or in person. For 

information, call the church office at 908-782-1177. 

THE OLIVE BRANCH 
Celebrating our 150th YearCelebrating our 150th YearCelebrating our 150th Year   

Our 150Our 150Our 150ththth   Anniversary Worship Anniversary Worship Anniversary Worship    
 

Our 150th Anniversary Worship Service and Luncheon will be held on Sunday, October 7, 2018 at 
9:30am.  Luncheon will follow (weather permitting) on the lawn of the church.  Please RSVP to Chris 
in the office if you are attending the luncheon (we need to have a count for the caterer). 
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Youth Group 
During October, the Youth Group 
schedule will be as follows: 
  
Sunday, October 14th – 6:30-9:00pm  
Pizza & A Movie Nite – bring $2 
and invite your friends! 
  
Sunday, October 28th – 6:30-9:00pm  
Pumpkin Carving 

From Our Pastor continued 
The choir sang at the Hunterdon Medical Center Lights of Love Ceremony for the first time in 1997. 
 
The church went through a major transition in the fall of 2000.  Dan Emmons was hired as a full time Youth 
Director in October 2000.  The youth quickly responded to their leadership and ministry.  He and his wife, 
Anna, were a real blessing to our young people.  Our congregation went through a period of trauma and 
uncertainties with the resignation of Rev. John Groth, the pastor of our church. 
 
We will finish up recent history over the next two months.  Until then… 
Pastor Mike 

Church Safety & Security – In light of recent events, the Session has been discussing how to keep our 
worshipping community safe and secure when we are all together.  A sub-committee of Session 
members has been formed with the purpose of reviewing the church’s building plan and making 
recommendation for increased safety and security within our church.  At the June Session meeting, the 
Session adopted the following recommendations: 
1. Beginning Sunday, July 8th, the connector door will be locked at approximately 9:45am (during the 

passing of the peace).  Anyone who needs to use the handicap chair lift will be provided with a 
phone number to text so that the door can be opened.  The door will be unlocked at the end of the 
service. 

2. The church has purchased Tracfone cell phone to be utilized on Sunday mornings in the event of an 
emergency while we are worshiping in the sanctuary. 

3. In the event of an emergency in the nursery or Junior Church, there will be a code word assigned to 
text the cell phone, alerting those in worship of any issues. 

4. There will be more of a presence in the vestibule and balcony during worship. 
5. The church will purchase a current working first aid kit to be kept in the vestibule in the event of a 

medical situation.  The kit will be inspected regularly to ensure supplies are current and in stock. 
These are the beginning steps that the Session identifies as being part of the church’s emergency 
plan.  The sub-committee will continue to work on an emergency response plan for different scenarios in 
the coming months.  It is a shame that the church has to think about these things; however, it is 
unfortunately part of the world in which we live.  If you have any questions or concerns, please talk to 
an elder or Pastor Mike. 

Facebook – Our church is working 
with a consultant on how to 
increase our presence on social 
media.  The church will be posting 
more throughout the week.  You 
are encouraged to like & share 

what you see from the church.  It is hoped that the 
more exposure our posts get, people will want to 
visit and check us out!  We are looking for 
volunteers to be a part of a superuser group on 
facebook to promote the church announcements 
and events.  If you are interested, please let Chris 
know. 

Thank you to Rev. Dr. Toby Nelson who 
was able to help us celebrate our 150th year 
by coming back to worship with us and 
share stories of his missions. 
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Adult Sunday School – is using a new program this year, it is a year+ long journey 
through the Bible using the ImmerseBible series.   

Immerse: The Reading Bible is a six-volume Bible created with one goal in mind: to 
provide the best reading experience possible. The text is laid out in a beautiful single-
column setting with chapters, verses, section headings, and footnotes removed, and with 
the content of each book displayed according to its literary genre. 
This unique reading Bible will serve as the basis for your church’s journey through the 
Scriptures. The church will use it to read through large portions of the Bible—the New 
Testament or the Torah, for example—in eight weeks. 
  

The volumes are designed as follows: 
Messiah – New Testament 
Beginnings – Genesis – Deuteronomy 
Kingdoms – Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel-Kings 
Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, The Minor Prophets 
Poets – Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Lamentations 
Chronicles – Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther, Daniel 

Immerse is built on three core ideas: reading a naturally formatted Bible, reading at length, and having 
unmediated discussions about it together. By simply reading and then gathering once per week in “book 
club” style groups, the congregation will have a place to voice their questions, talk about their concerns, and 
celebrate “aha!” moments together. 
Pray about your involvement in Sunday School or on your own (other small groups and Bible study groups 
are encouraged to use this series also!).  There will be a signup sheet for book orders (each volume will be 
about $11 – if cost is an issue, please talk with Pastor Mike privately).  For more information, check out 
www.immersebible.com 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL Reading Plan  
10/1 Week 4 Romans, Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy.  
10/8 Week 5 Mark, 1&2 Peter, Jude 
10/15 Week 6 Matthew 
10/22 Week 7 Hebrews, James, John 
10/29 Week 8 John, 1-3 John, Revelation  

 
 
Junior Church – We are offering 
once again Junior Church as our 
Christian Education program for 
children.  The children will begin in 
the worship service and then be 
excused after the Children’s Message 
for a time of Bible stories, games, 
songs, and fun!  We need volunteers 
to lead Junior Church each 
week.  Please sign up on the sheet on 
the table in the front of the sanctuary. 

http://www.immersebible.com
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Upcoming Sermon Topics & Scriptures  
(subject to change): 
 
October 7, 2018 (150th Anniversary) 
Isaiah 27:2-6 
“Fill All The World With Fruit” 
  
October 14, 2018 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
“Alive, Active & Sharp” 
  
October 21, 2018 
Pulpit Supply – Elder Phil Hodes 
  
October 28, 2018 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
“Meeting Our Need” 

                                          KMPC Financial Summary 
2018                                                                                        2017 
MTD (August)                                                                        MTD (August 2017) 
Receipts – $18,235.83                                                             Receipts - $14,964.46  
Expenses - $16,982.08                                                            Expenses - $17,664.40 
Difference – $1,253.75                                                           Difference – ($2,699.94)         
  
YTD (through August)                                                           YTD (through August 2017) 
Receipts - $143,779.00                                                           Receipts – $151,193.46 
Expenses - $151,229.59                                                          Expenses – $153,792.89 
Difference – ($7,450.59)                                                        Difference – ($2,599.43) 

   
Thank you for your continued faithfulness in giving to God’s ministry here.   
  
Per Capita – the Presbytery has set the 2018 per capita rate at $33.21.  If you are able, please cover your 
per capita expense by using the blue envelope that is in your giving envelope box.  Thank you! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

The KMPC Senior Souper Luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, October 30th at noon.  
Seniors will receive invitations but all are invited.  We will be serving delicious 
homemade soups, salad, bread and yummy desserts.  We’ll have games & prizes 
too.  Bring a friend.  Please let the office know if you are coming! 

 

Our Thanksgiving Food basket collection has begun!  Flyers with lists of what is needed 
are on the tables, but we will need the usual items of canned goods and frozen 
turkeys. Also, please let us know if you have room in your freezer to store a turkey 
until delivery…we have been so fortunate to receive enough donated ‘birds’ but we 

are always scrambling for a place to store them!  Thank you in advance for your 
participation…this congregation has been so generous but this year Pastor Mike has 
challenged the Deacons…and the congregation…to increase our number of baskets!!  

The clothing drive is still going on.  The clothing drive is still going on.  The clothing drive is still going on.     
Clothing Drive for the Rescue Mission of TrentonClothing Drive for the Rescue Mission of TrentonClothing Drive for the Rescue Mission of Trenton   

The box is in basement under gym in orange classroom 

  
Lambertville Lambertville 
Food Pantry Food Pantry   
October Needs  
The  
Lambertville 
Food Pantry is 
low on the 
items listed: 
Your generosity 
is appreciated.   

cereal,  black beans,  

tomato sauce (jars),  

fruit juice,  

canned fruit,  

toothpaste,  

tooth brushes,  

shampoo,  

toilet paper, pasta, 

crackers, pancake mix, and 

syrup.   

 F
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Keep an eye out 
for ShopRite sale 
items listed each 
week in our bulle-
tin or Wednesday 
news blast. 
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Deacon’s October 2018 Prayer List 

Brian Case   Oct 3  
Sarah Mundhenk  Oct 3  
Colleen Case   Oct 4  
Kira Williamson  Oct 4  
RJ Fulper III   Oct 7  
Charlie McClelland  Oct 7  
Dottie Shellenberger  Oct 7  
Sue King   Oct 10  
Patricia Wright  Oct 12  
Jim Danner   Oct 13  
Cori McClelland  Oct 17  
Sharon Mitzen  Oct 18  
Lowell Rader   Oct 22  
Gloria Weiman  Oct 22 
Fred Kuhl   Oct 23 
Karlee Meyers  Oct 24 
Kimberly Aliseo  Oct 25 
Angela Bodine  Oct 28 

Steve & Lori Wonsor        Oct 6 
Dan & Jill Mock                Oct 8 
Bob & Donna Trevithick   Oct 10 
Terry & Patricia Wright     Oct 13 
Fred & Kim Fulper            Oct 17 
Rob & Cindi Fulper, II      Oct 18 
John & Tracy Kell   Oct 21 
Bob & Sally Fulper            Oct 23 

KMPC Family  
Ann O. (healing)  

Ben D. (military)   

Betty B. (healing) 

Bill S (Health Issues) 

Caitlin K (health issues) 

Colleen & Chuck C.  

Corliss & Family 

Dave M. – Broken foot  

Dorothy S. (healing)  

Freda VL   

Fulper Family 

Hillary T. (healing)  

Irene & Fred K. (Parkinson)  

Linda W.   

Lynn H (healing) 

Paul & Sharon M. (rebuilding & 

healing) 

Pickard family (grieving) 

Phyllis P.   

Steve &Terri F. (healing)  

Caregivers  

Families suffering with addictions  

Homebound members & Shut-Ins 

Hospice Patients  

Teachers & /Students 

Hunterdon Care Center  

 Joe K.  

Extended KMPC 

Family  
Amy F. (healing) 

Baby Avery’ Mom (grief) 

Bob T. (Cancer)-Sharyn’s friend 

Arlene – Karen D Neighbor 

Claudia -- (Cancer) -- Bev K 

Diane D –Sue K 

Donna -- Karen S Mother 

Eunice 

Gail K (Parkinson) 

Gloria H. (Heart Issues) 

Jackie -- Betsy P Daughter 

Jen (Health Issues – Betsy P   

Jim H. (Cancer) Chris K friend 

 Nancy F. (Health issues) Kathy’s 

friend 

Kathy B. – Lung Cancer—Kathy L 

friend 

Keith P. (healing)  

Khalif T (safety) 

Marsha – Broken Hip – Karen D 

neighbor 

Pauline (Alzheimer’s) Kathy L. 

Aunt 

Richard B. Sr.  (Healing, diabetes)- 
Dorothy   
Sandra H. (healing)  

Sherri B. (healing, lupus) –  

Richard’s Daughter 

Ron and Sandy P. (healing) 

Stan (heart issues)--Betsy P. 

Steve (cancer) – Tracy’s friend 

Sue Z Family (grieving) Sharyn’s 

friend. 

Tessa- Pregnant& heart problems 

Sharyn  

Ryan Tessa’s husband in service 

Sharyn friend 

Toby & Judy N. (healing, Safety) 

Vera - Betty’s neighbor 

Families of Natural Disasters 

First Responders 

Military Men & Women  

President & Congress  

Prisoners 

Refugees  

Shooting Victims 

 Ryan Tessa’s husband in service 

Sharyn friend 

Troubled youth  

U.S. & World Situations  

Unemployed   

 Victims of Violence  

 

  

  

 
  
 

Please contact a deacon to have names added or deleted at deacons@kirkpatrickchurch.org 

mailto:deacons@kirkpartrickchurch.org
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Master Schedule 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Date Jr. Church Greeters & Ushers 
Pulpit     

Assistant 
Communion 

Prep 
Communion 

Servers 
Coffee Break Flowers 

Nov 3 5:30pm Come As You Are Worship 

Nov 4 
 Please sign 

up 

TEAM 4, Steve and Lori 
Wonsor, Rod and Jana 

Jensen,  
  

Bev Kaminski 

Kathy Lovett 
  

Men's Bible 

Study 
Please sign up 

Nov 11 Veter-
ans Day 

 Please sign 

up 

TEAM 5, Darryl and Nancy 
Cronce, David Case,  

Marilyn Desnos 
  Joyce George   Joyce George Veterans Day 

Nov 18 Kristen Schott 

TEAM 6, Joyce and Daphne 
George, Emily Atzert,  

Sarah Mundhenk 
  Karen DeLay   Barbara Kurylo 

Please sign 
up 

 
Nov 25 

 Please sign 

up 

TEAM 7, Barbara Kurylo, 
Sue King, Karen Shipman, 

Beverly Kaminski 
  Sharyn Danner   Roger Pickard 

Please sign 
up 

OCTOBER 2018 

Date Jr. Church Greeters & Ushers Cell 
Pulpit As-

sistant 
Communion 

Prep 
Communion 

Servers 
Coffee Break Flowers 

Oct 7 
150th Cele-

bration 
No Jr. Church 

TEAM 8,  
Norma Zimmerman, 
Tracy McClelland,  

Steve and Janis Little 

Janis 

Little 

 

Luncheon 
Dorothy  

Shellenberger 
No Communion   

Oct 14 Ellie Verbeyst 

TEAM 1, Chuck and 
Jeanne Mundhenk,  
Brian and Kathy 

Mundhenk 

Steve 

Wonsor 
  

Betty Reilly 

(traditional) 

Roger P., Betty 

Reilly, Karen S. 
Joyce George 

Pat & Terry 

Wright 

Oct 21 Phil 
Hodes 

preaching 
Sue King 

TEAM 2, Pat and Terry 
Wright, Betsy Peterson, 

Lynn Hutchinson 

Roger 

Pickard 
  No Communion Barbara Kurylo  

Please sign 
up 

Oct 28 Kristen Schott 

TEAM 3,  
Colleen Conrad, Kathy 
Lovett, Hillary Tobin, 

MaryLou DuBois 

    Sue King Sue King Roger Pickard 
Please sign 
up 
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Kitchen Project moving along... 

 

150th Anniversary Update – 
Session has approved contract-
ing with RJO Home Improve-
ments for the work on the 
kitchen.  The kitchen transfor-
mation began on September 5, 
2018.  Work is expected to 
take about 4 weeks to com-
plete.  Please keep the 
project, RJO Home Im-
provements, and our own 
Val Pfaff (electrician) in 
your prayers.  

Youth Group Golfing 

Rally Day Picnic 
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HERE IS ONE GREAT STORY  . . .  We are 
sharing street evangelism on a corner in a target church 
planting community.  A young man named Jorge comes 
by the ‘gospel art board’ chalked by my friend Cory 
DeVivo.  It happens that Jorge is deaf (pictured in the 
middle).   In His providence, God provides Melissa on 
that very corner . . . at the right moment . . . the only 
member from our team of 36 who could communicate in 
‘Sign Language’!  Using the visual of the EvangeCube 
and her signing, Melissa was able to share the gospel 
with Jorge . . . to which he interacted and responded by 
'signing a prayer' to receive Christ.  Here we are in a 
mega-city of almost 10 million people, but on the right 
street corner, at the right moment, God provides the right 
person to meet the need of a deaf Colombian man to 
“hear the gospel of Jesus” via sign language! Praise God! 
Anderson, pictured left, was working with Melissa - 
through tears he exclaimed 'it was a miracle'!   

MISSION NEWS 

Please come and enjoy a lunch of  
great food and fellowship!  
 

Souper Senior Luncheon 
 

Tuesday, October 30th  
 

12:00 to 1:30 p.m.  
 

            In the Church Gym  
 
                Bring a friend!  
 

Please RSVP by October 17th.  
Call Chris 908-782-1177 at the office  
or email the deacons or the church office.  
deacons@kirkpatrickchurch.org  

admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org  

mailto:deacons@kirkpatrickchurch.org
mailto:admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org


10 

 

Community News 


