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Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church Ringoes, New Jersey 

From  
Our 
 Pastor 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
After a wonderful anniversary 
celebration at the beginning of 
October, we are approaching the 
end of our recount of the church’s 
history. 
 
In April 2001, Toby and Judy 
Nelson came to offer leadership 
and training until a permanent 
pastor was hired. (As we heard on 
the Sunday Toby preached, he led 
the church through the time after 
9/11 and was a volunteer at Ground 
Zero – thanks to the generosity of 
the Session and congregation). 
 
2002 was a very lean year for much 
to be accomplished.  The 
maintenance basically took care of 
the essentials.  Work done on the 
manse included: new breaker panel 
installed and subpanel in attic.  Air 
conditioner lines were rewired for 
separate circuits, new PVC privacy 
fence was installed along one side 
of the yard, walls were either 
repainted or touched up prior to the 
Balsan’s arrival, carpets were 
professionally cleaned, new 

refrigerator, washer, dryer, and 
water softener were purchased and 
installed.  Work done on the church 
includes: office was partitioned to 
create two offices and painted. 
 
On June 30, 2002, at a special 
meeting of the congregation, the 
Rev. Ryan Balsan was approved as 
the next pastor of the church. 
 
During Rev. Balsan’s tenure, 
several significant projects were 
brought to completion.  The 
renovation and restoration of the 
church library was completed in 
2003, with help from many in the 
church.  Margaret Case gave 
permission to use and further 
expand the parking lot into her 
adjacent field.  In 2007, the organ 
was hit by lightning.  The 
instrument was totally inoperable.  
Thanks to a good insurance policy 
and a generous donation, a new 
organ was purchased.   
 
A new twist for the Congregational 
meeting luncheon was introduced in 
2009 with the introduction of the 
first chili cook-off.  Other events 
were Easter breakfast, picnic at 
Clawson Park, Family Game night, 
Pastor Appreciation, and Advent 
afternoon. 
 
On December 5, 2010, a special 
meeting of the congregation was  

November Events 
3   5:30pm Come As U R worship 
4 Set Clocks Back 1 hour 
      Bells are Ringing 
      6:30pm Youth Group 
6    Election Day 
      6:30pm Deacons Mtg 
11 Veteran’s Day 
      Stewardship Sunday 
13  6:30pm Boy Scout Cmte Mtg 
14 & 15  8:30am—3:30pm: 
 Safe Sitter Course PTO 
15 Olive Branch Deadline 
18 6:30pm Youth Group 
20 7:00pm Session Meeting 
24   Blessed Thanksgiving 
24-25  Office Closed 
27 First Sunday in Advent 
29-30 Family Promise meals &  
      overnight 
Dec 1 5:30pm Come As U R 
 

Weekly 
Sun 8:45am Adult SS 
 9:30am Worship w/ Jr. Church 
Mon 6:30pm Boy Scouts 
Tue  8:00pm AA 
Wed 7:30am Men’s Bible Study 
 6:30pm Bell Rehearsal 
Thu 9:30am Ladies’s Bible Study 
 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
 8:00pm AA 
Sat 4:00pm AA 

The Olive Branch is published monthly by the Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church, Ringoes NJ.  Deadline for article submission is the 
15th of the month prior to publication. Submit articles to Chris Kosmac by email to admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org, or in person. For 

information, call the church office at 908-782-1177. 

THE OLIVE BRANCH 
Celebrating our 150th YearCelebrating our 150th YearCelebrating our 150th Year   

4th 

The Giving Tree 
The Christmas Giving Tree will be set up 
the week of November 12th. The 
“ornaments” have items we 
are collecting for The 
Friendship Center for New 
Beginnings.  Please take 1 
or more ornaments, 
purchase the items and 
place the new, unwrapped 
gifts with the star/dove 
attached under the tree 
between December 17—
21. 
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MONTHLY MISSION MESSAGE  Introducing a new feature 
in our bulletin announcements.  I’ve heard that a guide to 

evaluating a church is to look at the bulletin 
announcements or newsletter to see if there is a good 
balance of church activity, community outreach and 
helping the world.  Personally, I will share with you that 
I was impressed with KMPC from the moment I walked 

into the connector for my job interview.  I had a moment 
to look at the collages that decorated the gym stairwell 
and see all the missions this church supported.  I noted 
that most of the information was outdated but still there 
were a lot of groups.  I continued to be impressed to find 
out that there is a thoughtful and organized schedule for 
the amount of mission support ($$) budgeted each year 
and that donations were sent to a different group each 
month.  So, when possible, I will include a brief note 
about the mission we are supporting this month in our 
bulletins and I encourage you to please let me know if 
you have more information I can share or highlight in our 
Olive Branch.   
Here’s the schedule of mission support from 2018: 

Feb=Walter & Diane Kennedy TEAM members in 
Papua, Indonesia 
Mar= Carlos and Sandy Rios TEAM members in 
Guadalajara, Mexico 
Apr=First Response Chaplains in California 
May= Friendship Center for New Beginnings in 
Flemington 
Jun=Good News Home for Women in Flemington 
Jul= Rev. Leith and Carol Fujii, PCUSA in Thailand 
Aug= Ryan and Mandy TEAM members in 
Indonesia 
Sep=Mike and Kay Killar Bangkok, Thailand 
Oct=John Desai for International Students Inc. in 
Princeton, NJ 
Nov=Mission Aviation Fellowship 

Newsletters and thank you notes are displayed in the 
library and when possible shared in our mid-week news 
blast or the Olive Branch.  For security reasons some of 
the organizations have requested that we not include 
their updates in our electronic communications.     

 From Chris, your friendly office Admin 

Advent Decorating – Please join us 
on Saturday, December 1st @ 
10am as we decorate the 
sanctuary for the Advent 

season.  

From Our Pastor 
 

held to concur with the request of the Rev. Ryan 
Balsan to dissolve the pastoral relationship, 
effective January 2, 2011.  The congregation bid a 
tearful farewell to Ryan and his family, and the 
church entered a time of transition once again – 
with not one, but three interim pastors – the Rev. 
Molly Dykstra, the Rev. Will Kearns, and the Rev. 
Dawn Adamy. 
 

We are almost up to date in the church’s history.  
Next month, I will finish our 150th anniversary year 
with some personal thoughts and perspective of my 
5+ years serving as your pastor.  Until then… 
 

See you on Sunday! 
Pastor Mike  

Youth Group 

During November, the Youth 
Group schedule will be as follows: 
  
Sunday, November 4, 2018 – 
Time: to be announced – Volunteering at the 
Flemington Food Pantry 
  
Sunday, November 18, 2018 – Time: 1-4pm – 
Roller Skating in Frenchtown 

150th Anniversary Update – 
Thank you to everyone who 
participated or helped with the 
150th anniversary celebration 
and luncheon on Sunday, 
October 7, 2018.  It was a 
wonderful day of affirming 

God’s faithfulness to our congregation and sharing 
in the fellowship and fun!  (and the food was great 
too – special thanks to Clam Jam BBQ for 
providing such a delicious meal!). 

Church Safety & Security – The 
Session is continuing to discuss 
how to make our church safe and 
secure, particularly in the event of 
an emergency.  Thanks to Anthony 
Lorenzoni, Scoutmaster of Troop 
65, for the gift of the portable AED 
machine.  The church is in the 

process of registering the machine and will be 
training people on how to use it.  Additional safety 
and security procedures are in the works.  Stay 
tuned for updates. 

Website Editor – We are looking 
for someone to keep the website 
up to date.  Currently, Pastor Mike 
is handling the duty.  No website 
experience necessary – the 
website is very 

userfriendly.  Interested?  Please talk with Pastor 
Mike. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwicv6zSuKTeAhXxYt8KHdGFAxEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartxtras.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2F83b71bc6e2d4764bed6378f05e57442ae8fa038d%2Fbook-editor-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3oUI
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 Stewardship Sunday is November 11th.  It’s that time of year when the mail is full of donation requests, 
local organizations are asking for support for up coming holiday events and the holidays are coming!!!  On top 
of that, your church wants your Time, your Treasures AND your skills!!  Just considering it all can be just 
plain exhausting!!  There are many opportunities for you to volunteer at church, just scan the tables in the 
sanctuary or look down the list on the Mid-week Announcements.  But you are not expected to do it all and 
guilt is not our goal.   
 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (NIV)   There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There 
are different kinds of working, but in all of them and 
in everyone it is the same God at work.   
Please prayerfully consider what you are good at and 
what you like to do, and what will renew your spirit 
by giving.  Then take a new look at the volunteer 
opportunities offered at our church and let Chris know 
in the office where you’d like to help out. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Attend Service at Hunterdon Care Center 
On the 5th Sunday of the month, we lead worship for the 
residents.  The service begins at 2:15 and is usually over by 
3:00pm. 
 

Drivers 
Willing to be called on to provide rides to members in need (all 
local and during daylight hours). 
 

Prepare Meals 
Prepare meals for congregants when needed in time of illness, 
injury, etc.  You can coordinate with others to provide just a part 
of a meal.  Some meals will be stored in the freezer for 
emergencies. 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
Responsibilities include arriving to church 15 minutes before the 
service, greeting everyone as they enter the sanctuary, handing 
out bulletins, pass out the offering plates, welcoming guests to 
sign the guest book. Training is provided. 
 

Visit Shut-Ins 
Drop off church information, say hello, find out if anything is 
needed, deliver Deacon meals, etc. 

 

Media Aid 
Sit in the balcony and advance the PowerPoint slides of the lyrics 
as we sing along.  Specific directions will be provided.  We’d like 
to get several volunteers to set up a weekly rotation. 
 

Family Promise 
A few times a year, we have committed to helping host the 
overnight shelter at Hopewell Presbyterian Church.  This means 
providing dinner or staying overnight with the guests.   Our next 
opportunities are  November 29 and December 6  
       Provide an entrée 

Provide a side dish 
Provide a salad 
Provide a dessert 
Stay overnight  
Stay overnight  

 

Jr. Church 
Sunday School teachers are needed for Jr. Church during the 
service.  .  We’d like to get several volunteers to set up a monthly 
rotation. 

 

Nursery 
Play with children younger than 6 years in the nursery during the 
service. 
 
Please let a Deacon know, email them at 
deacons@kirkpatrickchurch.org or leave a note for Chris in the 
office. 

Thanksgiving Baskets  
 

As we give thanks to Jesus for our many 
blessings this year, let us honor him by serving 
others. As Thanksgiving Day approaches and you go 
shopping for ingredients to create that special family 
meal, please keep in mind that not every family in 
our community is as fortunate. The Deacons are 
asking our church family to help meet the needs of 
our community this year by picking up a few extra 
food items that will be made into Thanksgiving 
baskets. Please take this shopping list with you as a 
friendly reminder. Anything on the following list 
would be greatly appreciated: 

 Peanut Butter 
 Jelly 
 Cereal 
 Pancake Mix 
 Syrup 
 Apple Sauce 
 Pasta Sauce 
 Pasta 
 Frozen Turkey 
 Stuffing Mix 
 Cranberry Sauce 
 Canned Vegetables 
 Canned Soup 
 Tuna Fish 
 Rice 
 Beans 

 
If you are able to donate, please leave the items in 
the bin in the Connector marked “Deacons Food 
Drive.”  Thank you for your support!  
Christmas Baskets—This drive will continue 
through December 16 so keep those donations 
coming. 
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                                          KMPC Financial Summary 
2018                                                                                        2017 
MTD (September)                                                                   MTD (September 2017) 
Receipts – $20,971.46                                                             Receipts - $15,615.78  
Expenses - $15,114.62                                                            Expenses - $19,225.54 
Difference – $5,856.84                                                           Difference – ($3,609.76)         
  
YTD (through September)                                                      YTD (through September 2017) 
Receipts - $164,750.46                                                           Receipts – $166,809.24 
Expenses - $166,344.21                                                          Expenses – $173,018.43 
Difference – ($1,593.75)                                                        Difference – ($6,209.19) 
  
Thank you for your continued faithfulness in giving to God’s ministry here.  September was a good month, 
and we were able to cut a significant portion of the deficit (5 Sunday months is always a help!).  Let us 
finish the last quarter of the year strong! 

 

Lambertville Food Pantry Needs for November 
The Lambertville Food Pantry is low on the following items: cereal, black beans, tomato 

sauce (jars), fruit juice, canned fruit, toothpaste, tooth brushes, shampoo, toilet paper, 

pasta, crackers, pancake mix, and syrup.  Your generosity is appreciated. 

The clothing drive is still going on.  The clothing drive is still going on.  The clothing drive is still going on.     
Clothing Drive for the Rescue Mission of TrentonClothing Drive for the Rescue Mission of TrentonClothing Drive for the Rescue Mission of Trenton   

 Thank you to all who came out for the KMPC Senior Souper Luncheon.  
It was great to have everyone together, share a meal and see our newly 
remodeled kitchen 

 Our Thanksgiving Food basket collection has begun!  Details of what is 
needed are on Page 3 and include the usual items of canned goods and 
frozen turkeys. Thank you in advance for your participation 

 2019 Calendars are being collected to give to the residents at Hunterdon 
Care Center.  Place them in the bright blue box in the library. 

 Unused Greeting Cards, you know, the kind organizations send when 
they want your donation.  We will 
take them off your hands and 
bring them to the Women’s 
Correctional Center.  Please place 
them in the bright blue box in the 
library. 

Boxes needed for the holiday food 
baskets.  Paper case size is perfect.  
Please drop them off  at church any 
time between now and the week 
before Christmas 

Upcoming Sermon Topics & Scriptures (subject to change): 
November 4, 2018 – Ruth 1:1-17 – “Where I Go…” 

  
November 11, 2018 – Stewardship Commitment 

  
November 18, 2018 – Hebrews 10:19-25 – “Meeting Together”  

  
November 25, 2018 – John 18:32-37 – “Are You the King?” 

http://relief.org/bringing-your-relief-skills-home/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidyb_XsqTeAhXuUt8KHeuZC_UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.villagepres.org%2Fnovembersermons.html&psig=AOvVaw0JZW5kzp0D_QUrKuRHZsWl&ust=1540653228626511
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Deacon’s November 2018 Prayer List 

Please contact a deacon to have names added or deleted at deacons@kirkpatrickchurch.org 

Anniversaries 
Darryl & Nancy Cronce       Nov. 11 
Barry & Jen Bacorn       Nov. 13 
Jim & Sharyn Danner       Nov 26 

Birthdays 
Brian Case, Jr  Nov 1 
Brennan Carey Nov 2 
Shane Carey  Nov. 2  
Jill Williamson Nov. 8 
Don Reilly  Nov. 10  
Breanna Fulper Nov 12 
Jennifer Bacorn Nov. 13  
Ellie Verbeyst  Nov. 13  
Pat Pickard   Nov. 16 
Grant Jensen   Nov. 18  
Daniel Al-Daqa Nov 21 
Karen Shipman  Nov. 21  
Wren Verbeyst Nov. 23  
Darryl Cronce  Nov. 30  

KMPC Family  
Ann O. (healing)  

Ashlyne  --  Jen B 

Ben D. (military)   

Betty B. (healing) 

Bill S (Health Issues) 

Caitlin K (health issues) 

Colleen & Chuck C.  

Corliss & Family 

Dave M. – Broken foot  

Dorothy S. (healing)  

Freda VL   

Fulper Family 

Hillary T. (healing)  

Irene & Fred K. (Parkinson)  

Linda W.   

Lynn H (healing) 

Paul & Sharon M. (rebuilding & 

healing) 

Pickard family (grieving) 

Phyllis P.   

Steve &Terri F. (healing)  

Caregivers  

Families suffering with addictions  

Homebound members & Shut-Ins 

Hospice Patients  

Teachers & /Students 

Hunterdon Care Center  

 Joe K.  

Extended KMPC 

Family  
Amy F. (healing) 

Baby Avery’ Mom (grief) 

Bob T. family(grieving)-Sharyn’s 

friend 

Arlene – Karen D Neighbor 

Claudia -- (Cancer) -- Bev K 

Diane D –Sue K 

Donna -- Karen S Mother 

Eunice 

Gail K (Parkinson) 

Gloria H. (Heart Issues) 

Jackie -- Betsy P Daughter 

Jen (Health Issues – Betsy P 

Jim Harkness (Metastatic kidney 

       cancer) Chris’s friend 

 Nancy F. (Health issues) Kathy’s 

friend 

Kathy B. – Lung Cancer --Kathy L 

friend 

Keith P. (healing)  

Khalif T (safety) 

Marsha – Broken Hip – Karen D 

neighbor 

Pauline (Alzheimer’s) Kathy L. Aunt 

Richard B. Sr.  (Healing, diabetes)- 
Dorothy   
Sandra H. (healing)  

Sherri B. (healing, lupus) –  

   Richard’s Daughter 

Ron and Sandy P. (healing) 

Stan (heart issues)--Betsy P. 

Steve (cancer) – Tracy’s friend 

Sue Z Family (grieving) Sharyn’s 

friend. 

Tessa- Pregnant& heart problems 

Sharyn  

Ryan Tessa’s husband in service 

Sharyn   

Toby & Judy N. (healing, Safety) 

Vera - Betty’s neighbor 

Families of Natural Disasters 

First Responders 

Military Men & Women  

President & Congress  

Prisoners 

Refugees  

Shooting Victims 

Troubled youth  

U.S. & World Situations  

Unemployed   

 Victims of Violence  

mailto:deacons@kirkpartrickchurch.org
https://clipartion.com/free-clipart-22774/
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Master Schedule 
NOVEMBER SCHEDULE 2018 

Date Nursery Jr. Church Greeters & Ushers 
Security 

Cell 
Communion 

Prep 
Communion 

Servers 
Coffee Break Flowers 

Nov 3 5:30pm Come As You Are Worship 

Nov 4 Amy Atzert 
Kristen 

Schott 

TEAM 4, Steve and Lori 
Wonsor, Rod and Jana 

Jensen,  
  

Bev Kaminski 

Kathy Lovett 

Roger Pickard, 
Bev  Kaminski, 
Roger DeLay, 

Kathy Lovett 

Men's Bible 

Study 
Please sign up 

Nov 11  
Stewardship 

Sunday 

Veterans Day 

  Bev Kaminski 

TEAM 5, Darryl and Nan-
cy Cronce, David Case, 

Marilyn Desnos 
Janis Little Joyce George 

Janis Little, 

Joyce George 
Joyce George 

Sharyn  

Danner 

Nov 18 
Ellie 

Verbeyst 

Kristen 

Schott 

TEAM 6, Joyce and Daph-
ne George, Emily Atzert, 

Sarah Mundhenk 

Darryl 

Cronce 
Karen DeLay 

Darryl Cronce, 

Karen DeLay 
Barbara Kurylo 

Please sign 
up 

 
Nov 25 

Terry & Skip 

Kell 
Sue King 

TEAM 7, Barbara Kurylo, 
Sue King, Karen Shipman, 

Beverly Kaminski 
  Sharyn Danner   Roger Pickard Mitzen 
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Sergeantsville St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser  
for Childhood Cancer Cures 

 

150th Anniversary 
Celebration Luncheon 
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150th Anniversary 
Worship Celebration 
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Youth Group 

Pumpkin 

Carving 

Congratulations to Kassie for her coverage in the 
newspaper and in Times Square.  Check with Pastor 
Mike if you’d like to read the article. 
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Many have requested information on the caterer from our 
luncheon.  Here is Tim Smiths information. 

A Note from Tim Smith: 
Hi, I just wanted to thank you all for allowing us to to cater 
such a special event , 150 years is a long time I could only 
Imagine how important this celebration is for you all. We 
heard a few stories Like how a gentleman we met told us 
his great grandparents were married by Pastor Kirkpatrick. 
I'm sure a lot of you have had weddings, baptisms, and al-
so a place where you said good by to loved ones. So to say 
we were honored to cook for this event is a understate-
ment. Your congregation could not have been any more 
welcoming to our crew. Thanks again Tim Smith Clam Jam 
Boil & Bbq  

Their newest newsletter is on the shelf in the library. 

In the words of Stevie Wonder:  Isn’t she lovely?  Finishing touches remain to be 
done, but our beautiful kitchen is almost finished. 

Pastor Mike, Amy, Emily & Jenna 
would like to thank our church 
family for the wonderful Pastor 
Appreciation celebration last Sun-
day.  We were overwhelmed by 
the love and support!!  Thanks 
especially for the "Atzert's Geta-
way Fund" jar - - it will go to 
good use (including a getaway 

over Thanksgiving!).  We feel so blessed to be a 
part of the KMPC family!  Thanks again! 


