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 I love stories like this one in Scripture.  Usually when we think about Abraham and 

Sarah, we view them as heroes and pillars in the faith.  They are strong in their conduct and 

obedience to God – in their righteousness.  “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as 

righteousness” (Romans 4:3).  Sarah trusted God and bore a son at an old age.  What faith – what 

an example for all of us to follow in our own faith lives! 

 Then we come across this story.  And there are plenty of other stories in the Old and New 

Testaments that highlight the humanness of the characters.  We often forget stories like this that 

make them seem like real people – like us.  Sure, it is Sarah here who shows that side of her, but 

Abraham makes his share of mistakes in the book of Genesis.  They both show their weaknesses 

– over and over again. 

 The Lord appears to Abraham in Genesis 18 in the form of 3 men.  Abraham goes back to 

their tent, tells his wife Sarah of the unexpected company, and Sarah prepares a feast for them.  

As they are eating, the three tell Abraham that this time next year, Sarah will have conceived and 

a son will be born.  After all the years of being unable to conceive – all of the struggles and 

heartache – their wish, their dream will finally come true.  How wonderful, right? 

 Think about the absurdity of that statement.  Abraham and Sarah are old.  And those are 

not just my words – the text tells us that they are old!  Sarah has well been past menopause.  

There is no biological way for her to conceive and bear a child.  As she is standing at the door of 

their tent, she is listening to this conversation between Abraham and the three men.  Her 

response to what she overhears?  She laughs.  Of course, she laughs!  She thinks to herself, 
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“After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”  How can it possibly be 

for her and for her husband?  She laughs.  Of course, she laughs. 

 Have you ever laughed at God?  Has God ever presented you – through another or some 

other way – a call, a witness, an example of His power and presence that was so unbelievable, so 

beyond what you could ever fathom that you laughed?  Out loud?  Like, “there is no way, God!”  

Truth be told, I have laughed at God.  There has been more than one occasion where something 

came together that was just impossible to believe was happening.  There is no way, God – and 

my reaction was to laugh. 

 The most memorable example of my laughing at God was back in the Fall of 1998.  I had 

sensed a call to ministry in July – Jenna was born in August – and in September or October, Amy 

and I made an appointment with our senior pastor to give him the news and seek his wisdom and 

counsel.  He listened intently and asked about our plans.  I told him that I would start at Eastern 

Seminary (now Palmer Seminary) for the spring term and attend part time for six years.  I would 

continue to work for the bank full time.  Amy would stay at home with the girls during the day 

and work her part time job nights and weekends.  Everything would work out perfectly. 

 I remember this long pause from Curtiss after I got done speaking.  He nodded slightly 

and said, “OK, well that is your plan.  God may have different plans.  I give you six months.  

Once you start seminary, you are not going to want to wait six years.  You will find a way to go 

full time to school.”  Amy and I finished up our meeting with him and by the time we got to the 

car, we both broke out in audible laughter.  Who was he kidding?  There is no way, God! 

 Approximately six months to the day, we attended the wedding of my childhood pastor’s 

son.  At the reception, this pastor began to tell us about Princeton and how they offered great 
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financial aid and made it possible for students with families to go to school full time.  And the 

rest, as they say, is history.  But I laughed at God. 

 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a 

child, now that I am old?’  Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  Surely not.  For Sarah did 

conceive, and Isaac was born.  Nothing too hard for the Lord. 

 In the first Scripture reading, which Jen read, Paul writes to the Romans, “Very rarely 

will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to 

die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.”  Who would you die for?  Family, spouse, children, maybe some friends.  But what 

about sinners?  Those we do not like?  Is anything too hard for the Lord?  Christ died for the 

sinners – for us, who many times are not very likeable.  God showed His power and His mercy in 

the cross of Jesus Christ. 

 From Matthew’s Gospel, which we read at the beginning of the service, the harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few.  Jesus called 12 and gave them authority and power.  Among 

them were 4 fishermen, a tax collector, future betrayer, and six other ordinary people.  Is 

anything too hard for the Lord?  Jesus sent them out with confidence that they would harvest 

people for Jesus’ kingdom.  But they may have laughed a little.  From fishing to healing the sick, 

raising the dead, cleansing the unclean, driving out demons.  Nothing is too hard for the Lord. 

 With that in mind, what might God be calling you – or us as a church – that might tempt 

us to laugh?  If you had told me 6 months ago that by this point, we would have upped our 

technology to the provide online worship, that we would reach people who have not been able to 

attend our services, and those across state lines, I would have laughed.  I imagine that some or 

many of you would have too.  Yet, here we are.  Church, as we know it, is changing and has 
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changed forever, I think.  The opportunities before us are limitless.  The harvest has become 

even more vast and plentiful.  What can we do?  It is time to think and pray and dream.  You saw 

some of what we have done in the slideshow in the beginning.  To what field is God calling 

Kirkpatrick? 

 I believe that we are being prepared for something greater than we can imagine.  Paul 

affirmed that.  “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not put us 

to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 

been given to us.”  We need that hope.  Our world needs that hope.  Can we respond? 

 Sarah was afraid when she got called out for laughing at God and lied about it.  But God 

knew.  And God showed Abraham and Sarah that He was with them, and that nothing was too 

hard for Him.  In these days – during these times, as we look to a future that is still unknown and 

scary, let us embrace the field before us, trusting that Jesus – who willingly went to the cross to 

die for our sins – will give us what we need.  Let us affirm that it will not be too hard for Him.  

Let us discern together where God is calling us – to the unknown – but trusting in His hope.  Let 

us pray… 

Understanding God, we thank You for stories like these that show the humanness of those pillars 

of the faith in Scripture.  We have, at times, been tempted to laugh at the thought of going 

outside our comfort zone to follow You.  Yet, we affirmed and confess that nothing is too hard 

for You to accomplish.  Help us, we pray, to be willing to be used by You for great things.  Give 

us hope, character and perseverance to serve You.  In Christ’s name, Amen. 

 


